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With the outbreak of the world war two facts 
were made evident. First, the tremendous power of 
imperialism; second, the weakness of the working class 
in its struggle against it.

How could that happen? It was known, of course, 
that the Socialist — the working class — movement 
was numerically weak. But the weakness was of a more 
dangerous character than the lack of numbers. It was 
the unwillingness for struggle generally; it was the lack 
of moral force — the absence of will in the class strug-
gle. It is time that certain individuals in the Socialist 
movement tried to put up a fight, but they comprised 
but a small percentage of the working class.

In time of peaceful parliamentarianism the 
masses forget the revolutionary program, and are led to 
believe that eloquence of individual leaders can bring 
victory to the working class. Every great change in 
society, every transmission of power to a new class, 
were the deeds of masses. Classes by themselves 
gained the victory.

The working class was trained in and is accus-
tomed to methods of struggle of the pre-imperialistic 
epoch. They were struggling for important reforms 
during the growth of capitalism as far as those reforms 
were possible of attainment. The Socialist Party was 
organized along the lines of catching votes. But now 
new problems are brought before us in the struggle 
with imperialism.

Imperialism is awakening all the slumber-
ing forces of the capitalist world. It is inspiring the 
capitalists with new energy and enthusiasm respecting 
world dominion. This means that the working class 
movement will fail if the workers adhere to their old 
traditions and refuse to keep step withe the times. The 
hopes of Socialism do not depend upon the incapabil-

ity or weakness of the capitalist class, but rather on the 
activity and force of the working class. Action causes 
counteraction. Pressure from the top creates antago-
nism and resolution to fight from the bottom.

In the pre-imperialistic epoch the dynamic 
forces in the struggle were for the betterment of pres-
ent conditions, but millions were content with thrift. 
The question of improved conditions did not impress 
them. Now imperialism is lowering their standard of 
living; is burdening them with ever increasing taxation; 
is demanding more and more sacrifices — more than 
they can make. The constant lowering of living condi-
tions are awakening them, and they will be compelled 
to defend themselves.

No longer can they say: “We are not concerned; 
we are satisfied.” Everybody is being pulled into the 
struggle. Imperialism is acting offensively on the work-
ing class, and not on the working class alone, but also 
on the farmers and small business men, who heretofore 
were not so hard pressed. They must now sacri-fice all 
to the imperialistic goal of big capital.

Socialism cannot be achieved by a small group 
of men independent of the participation of the masses. 
Imperialism is creating conditions that make for 
Socialism. The change in the character of capitalism 
necessitates a change in the ethics of the working class 
movement. The might of the ruling class now, as never 
before in history, is resting on the power which it pos-
sesses. Being in the minority, the ruling class is availing 
itself of knowledge and science, thus attaining mental 
superiority over the subjugated masses. Through the 
schools, the churches, and the press, the ruling class is 
enslaving the thought and senses of the masses.

The power of the ruling class is enhanced by a 
strong organization. A well organized minority can rule 
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over a majority if the latter is not organized — and 
bound together with unity of will and action. This 
organization of the ruling class is the state, with all 
of its widely distributed forms of force, ready to quell 
any uprising of the masses. The power of the state is 
expressed in the courts, the police, and a well armed 
and organized army, against which unorganized masses 
are powerless.

We have been nursing the illusion that the 
struggle with the capitalist class was to attain power 
for the direction of the present state institutions, 
which are regulated through existing laws. Because of 
this interpretation of the class struggle we have been 
conducting a reform movement, thinking that through 
the capture of governmental offices we will eventually 
arrive at Socialism. Experience proves that Socialists 
have been powerless to even obtain recognition of their 
views in any capitalist government.

It is evident that the ruling class in all nations 
have provided in their constitutions against the pos-
sibility of the working class gaining state power by 
peaceable means. For the working class to gain state 
power through legal means, two conditions are neces-
sary: First, the majority of workers must be convinced 
of the necessity for Socialism; second, the majority of 
the workers must be able to dictate to the government. 
The first condition necessitates universal successful 
propaganda; the second means an absolute political 
democracy, such as at present exists in Russia. The 
latter, as we know, was not established peaceably in 
a parliamentary way. It was accomplished by mass 
action.

The struggle for state power is now manifested in 
the fight for political rights, which is the expression of 
the working class majority’s power in the state. In this 
struggle, the ruling class is using all its possession of 
state power against the working class. The state power 
does not appear as a neutral object in this class struggle, 
but as an effective weapon in the hands of the capitalist 
class. Without this power they could not resist.

Therefore, the working class struggle is a 
struggle against state power.
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All political relations and all constitutions are 
determined by correlations of forces between classes 
in society. Questions of constitutions are questions 
of force. The uprising class can conquer power only 
when it is stronger than its opponents. The question of 
Socialism is a question of the growth of working class 
forces. The working class force in society is recognized 
by its numbers. They are growing with the growth of 
capitalism. Through growth it can become more 
independent of the capitalist class and morally 
stronger. It will get more class conscious education 
and this is not to be obtained through the ballot 
box.

In electing representatives to legislative bodies we 
have the opportunity to criticize the laws (armaments, 
taxes, etc.), but we have no power to prevent their 
passage. The application of laws is carried on outside 
the halls of legislation, and effective resistance to them 
requires mass action. So long as we fail to create such 
we will always be outgeneraled by the capitalist class, 
regardless of our representatives in parliaments. Mass 
action cannot be artificially produced, but education 
carried on along those lines can bring the masses to 
a clearer understanding and a recognition of the way 
to salvation.

Look at those red flags waiving over the parlia-
ments in Vienna, Budapest, Praga, and Petrograd. 
Those flags were not raised by parliamentary deputies, 
but by the masses, who unfurled the symbol of Social-
ism over those lawmaking institutions.

This is the new character of the movement, 
which has challenged the working class to respond in 
all countries against imperialism, against capitalism, 
for Socialism. Don’t let us be deceived, for we know 
neither the day nor the hour wherein the masses will 
act. It is the duty of the Socialist movement to prepare 
the way for coming events by educating the masses to 
understand imperialism.


