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Mrs. Stokes Sentenced to 10-Year Term:
Socialist Wife of Millionaire Ordered

Imprisoned Under Sedition Act:
New Trial is Denied; She is Free on Bail:
Husband Says Jury Misunderstood Motives 

— Severe, Thinks Hurd
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Rose Pastor Stokes’ Statement.

“The communication which I sent to the 
Kansas City Star announced that I was not sup-
porting the war aims of the government. I assumed 
among the numerous aims which had been pre-
sented by different groups of people that it was 
my privilege to approve or criticize any of the war 
aims brought forward.

“I have at all times recognized the cause of 
our entrance into the war, and I have at no time 
opposed the war. And although my home has been 
searched in my absence, and although witnesses 
from various meetings I addressed have testified 
for the government, no evidence has been pro-
duced to prove that I have at any time opposed 
the war.

“Early this year newspapers were filled with 
reports of the exceptionally large profits secured 
by what is generally known as ‘war profiteers,’ 
and, rightly or wrongly, I honestly feared their 
dominating influence over the administration, 
and I am not free from that apprehension at the 
present time.”

Mrs. Stokes said that in her communication 
to the Star she had referred to the government, 
meaning the administration, and continued:

“If I have offended in expressing a criticism 
which intimates that the government is leaning to 
one class or another, it is because I have taken the 
provision of the Constitution concerning liberty 
of expression literally — a language plain and 
simple, and made a part of the constitution by 
an amendment thereto by those who recognized 
its importance during periods not alone of peace, 
but also of stress.

“I am not conscious of committing any 
crime, your Honor, unless an ardent desire to 
serve the ends of social and economic justice, ac-
claimed as of the highest social value in times of 
peace, becomes an anti-social thing and a crime 
in time of war.

“There are many things I have in my heart to 
say, but somehow I feel that time and events will 
speak more eloquently for me than I am able to 
speak for myself. I am ready for my sentence.”

•     •     •     •     •     

KANSAS CITY, Mo., June 3 [1918].— Mrs. 
Rose Pastor Stokes was sentenced in the federal 
court Saturday [June 1, 1918] to 10 years in the 
Missouri State Penitentiary for violations of the 
federal espionage law.
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The scene was dramatic. Mrs. Stokes had just 
concluded an impassionate statement of her beliefs 
and declarations of her innocence of intent to vio-
late the law. Here last words before the sentence 
was given by Judge Arba. S. Van Valkenburgh 
were: “I am ready for my sentence.”

“It is the judgment of the court,” Judge Van 
Valkenburgh said, “that the defendant shall serve 
10 years in the Missouri State Penitentiary on 
the first count of this indictment and 10 years on 
the second and third counts, the sentence to run 
concurrently.”

Mrs. Stokes, at this, turned her head quickly 
toward the wife of her attorney, Seymour Stedman, 
with a smile. But there was little joy in the smile 
and she was very near to tears.

She quickly regained self-control, however, 
and sat quietly while her attorney made prepara-
tions for formal notice of appeal to the United 
States Circuit Court of Appeals.

Held on $10,000 Bond.

Judge Van Valkenburgh continued the for-
mer bond of $10,000, and the defendant will be 
permitted to return to her home in New York 
City.

She was sentenced to the Missouri Peniten-
tiary because the prison at Leavenworth provides 
no quarters for women prisoners.

Seymour Stedman, with Mrs. Stokes listen-
ing closely and approving, made the following 
statement to newspaper men:

“There was no evidence in this case showing 
any general movement to block or impede the 
military force of the United States in carrying out 
the war operations and no evidence of a general 
movement in opposition to the cause of the United 
States in the war.

“There was no evidence even remotely sug-
gesting any connection between the defendant and 
any such movement, and I cannot quite under-
stand why Mrs. Stokes should be punished upon 

the theory that there is such a movement in the 
United States as the court seems to think exists.

“The court seems under the impression that 
anyone approving of the revolution in Russia con-
tributes to the possibility of disintegration here. 
I cannot see the force of this, unless the judge is 
under the impression there exists in this country 
the cultural soil for the same character of revolt as 
that which occurred in Russia, and I don’t believe 
the judge or anybody else has the right to assume 
there exists such a condition.”

Friends of Mrs. Stokes at the conclusion of 
the court’s sentence thronged around her sympa-
thetically, but did not stay long. She entered into 
immediate conference with her attorney.

One noticeable feature was the absence of 
J.G. Phelps Stokes, her wealthy husband.

“He was unable to come, as he was de-
tained in New York by his military duties,” she 
explained.

Judge Van Valkenburgh in passing sentence 
read a prepared statement, as follows:

“I believe this is part of a systematic pro-
gram to create discontent with the war, loss of 
confidence in the good faith and sincerity underly-
ing the conduct of the war and its ultimate aims, 
thereby to cause withdrawal of support at home 
and a relaxation of effort and effect in the field. 
All this to the end that peace on any terms may be 
brought about with Germany and the interests of 
the nation at large sacrificed for the realization of 
social and economic views of certain groups.

“Cooperation for this common object among 
the various irresponsible or visionary elements in 
this country is perceptible. Some are undoubtedly 
inspired from German sources; others may not be, 
but the result, should they succeed, would be the 
same. Revolution, if deemed necessary, is aimed 
at, expected, and practically invited.

“The lamentable situation already brought 
about in Russia is the substantial object here. True, 
such a result is not to be anticipated. Of course, 
we know that existing conditions here, racial and 
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otherwise, are widely different.
“Nevertheless, we must not encourage 

harmful activities by passive indulgence, however 
remote their consequences now appear.

“We have in this class of cases a stubborn 
and determined resistance to government decrees. 
In a democracy this amounts to defiance of the 
popular will. To justify the stand taken, logic, 
reason, and human sympathy are speciously in-
voked, but no standards of such are recognized, 
except those of the objectors themselves. Such 
opposition amounts to fanaticism and continues 
after debate has been closed by final action on the 
part of the constitutional authorities. Under such 
circumstances the only practical remedy is a stern 
and substantial application of legal sanctions.

“Therefore Congress enacted this law and 
the President approved it. It was designed to meet 
a war danger. Its comparative importance in the 
minds of Congress is made manifest by the penalty 
provided — nearly, if not quite, double that for 
any other offense defined, except murder, treason, 
and analogous crimes.”
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