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The Socialists are the working people. Not all the working people, 
but those who understand that the workers must vote for a party of 
their own and make laws in their own interest before they can get 
what they earn.

In Belgium nearly all the city laborers are Socialists and the farm 
laborers are joining us at a rate that will make Belgium a Socialist 
country in a few years more. In Germany, the Socialists cast 
2,700,000 votes —more than any other party. In France and Italy the 
Socialists hold the balance of power in parliament and are steadily 
gaining ground.

In America, Socialism is a new thing, but it is growing at a star-
tling rate, because the time is ripe for it.

Political parties stand for the interests of those who manage them; 
not always for the interests of those who vote for them, for sometimes 
the voters are fooled.

The Republican Party stands for the interests of the big capital-
ists. They control the government and make the laws to suit them-
selves. They are the owners of the most wonderfully effective machin-
ery the world eve saw. They employ laborers who operate this ma-
chinery, paying them only enough to keep them and their families 
alive, and they are heaping up wealth at a rate never before known. If 
you are a stockholder in a trust, you naturally belong to the Republi-
can Party.

The Democratic Party stands for the interests of the little capital-
ists. There was a time when they, too, could live comfortably out of 
the earnings of the laborers, but that time has gone by. The big capi-
talists are getting their money away and they are being forced into the 
ranks of the laborers. They would like to make laws to stop all this 
and put things back were they were 30 years ago. But they don’t know 
how even if they could get the votes.
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The Socialist Party stands for the interests of the laborers, those 
who do useful work with hand or with brain. If you are in that class 
you will be with us when you have studied the subject so as to under-
stand your own interests.

Indeed, no other class is worth considering. There was a time 
when the capitalist did a useful service in organizing industry. That 
time is past; he has turned over to hired laborers every duty except 
that of drawing dividends, interest, and rent. When the Socialist Party 
comes into power it will relieve him of that duty, and let him be a 
laborer like the rest of us, but he will be well off, for all the people 
will be well off. If everyone worked four hours a day at useful work 
with the help of the best machinery, we should produce enough so 
that all could have as good food, clothing, and shelter as those with 
large incomes have now.

What we Socialists propose to do is to make the land, the ma-
chinery, and the railroads common property, to be operated in the 
interest of all the people. Every laborer would then be sure of a good 
living in return for a few hours of work each day. The sick, the help-
less, and the aged would receive support, not charity, but as a right, 
and the idle rich, as well as the tramps, could take their choice be-
tween going to work or going hungry.

If you want to known more about these things which have so 
much to do with your own welfare, read The Chicago Socialist. It is a 
weekly paper, four pages of seven columns each, 50 cents for a year; 
25 cents for six months. It will tell you more truth about social condi-
tions in a week than you will learn from the daily papers in a year.
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