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The convention of the old Socialist Party
began with a belligerent apology by the national
secretary, Adolph Germer. The convention of the
Left Wing began with a great singing of the
“Internationale,” three cheers for Revolutionary
Socialism, three cheers for the Russian Soviet Re-
public, three cheers for Debs, and three cheers
for the IWW. The convention of the Commu-
nist Party began with an announcement that “the
management committee has decided that there
shall be no smoking during the convention,” fol-
lowed by an accurate rendition of the
“Internationale” with full orchestra and brass.

These different ways of beginning were char-
acteristic. In the old SP convention, the “parent
body,” the emotional tone was a little apologetic
throughout, a little wan and anxious, and yet at
the same time indignant of criticism — about
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ways singing and shouting and feeling that the
true faith was about to be restored in their hearts
and home. At least they were, until the Program
Committee made its report, training some big
guns from the Manifesto of the Third Interna-
tional on them, and they realized that they must
either put their names to a program of deliberate,
hardheaded revolutionary science, or go back
where they came from. They took a long, hard
breath then, and most of them “came through,”
but they did not come through singing.

The Communist Convention — more
properly called the Slavic-American Communist
Convention — was characterized throughout by
a spirit of youthful but sophisticated efficiency. It
was a consciously expert convention. It showed
the rest of them what a convention ought to be.
It was almost incredibly neat and clean and regu-
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is certain that by last May or June an overwhelm-
ing majority of American Socialists were commit-
ted to the Left Wing Program in general, and the
Slavic Federations formed the solid and well-or-
ganized heart of this majority.

That all sounds very simple, but it was not
so simple. In the first place the Left Wing took to
itself a degree of organization and autonomy,
which gave the Right Wing officials who controlled
the party plenty of emotional, and not a few legal,
grounds for expelling Left Wing members. The
Slavic Federations were expelled in a body; the
State of Michigan was expelled; other states, lo-
cals, branches, and members were expelled. The
membership of the party was reduced by and dur-
ing these proceedings — according to the report
of its own secretary — from 109,000 to 39,000.

In the second place, the leaders of the Slavic
Federations — partly as a result of their expul-
sion, partly through a thinly veiled nationalistic
egotism, and partly through a sincere if somewhat
theological desire to exclude all wavering or “cen-
trist” elements from the new organization, decided
at the national Left Wing conference in June, that
the idea of capturing the American Socialist Party,
or even attempting to capture it, was wrong, and
that a call should be issued for the immediate or-
ganization of a “Communist Party.”

In the third place the expelled “Michigan
crowd” — although really too political-minded to
be called communists — joined the Slavic Fed-
erations in this particular demand, and the Fed-
eration Leaders made every use of this increase of
their voting power in the Left Wing, although
privately condemning the Michigan ideas and in-
tending to suppress them when it came time to
adopt a platform.

Even so, however, they were unable to con-
trol the Left Wing conference. It decided by a com-
fortable majority to adhere to the original program
of capturing the party, and it elected a “Left Wing
Council” to carry this out. The Slavic Federations
and the “Michigan crowd” then decided to ignore

the decision of the conference and call a Commu-
nist Convention, whether the rest of the Left Wing
agreed to do it or not.

The majority of the “Left Wing Council,”
together with the
of the whole movement — denounced them as

— the organ

“traitors” for a week or two, but then suddenly
capitulated in the middle of the summer, aban-
doned the slogan, “Capture the Party for Revolu-
tionary Socialism,” upon which their paper had
built up its constituency and united the American
revolutionaries, and joined in the call for an im-
mediate Communist Convention to meet in Chi-
cago on September 1st.

This sudden change of front occurred so late
that there was no time left, even it there had been
a moral possibility, for those who had united upon
the original plan to unite upon the change. For
better or worse, the Left Wing was split into two
camps.

On the one hand there were the heads of the
Slavic Federations and the Michigan Socialists,
with the and all the National
Machinery of the Left Wing organization, in the
hands of Louis C. Fraina of Boston, I.E. Ferguson
of Chicago, C.E. Ruthenberg of Ohio, Maximilian
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