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Circular Letter to Bureau of Investigation
Special Agents in Charge

from J. Edgar Hoover, in the name of
Acting Chief J.T. Suter,

July 11, 1919.

Copy in DoJ/BoI Investigative Files, NARA collection M-1085, reel 919.

JEH-GPO

July 11, 1919.

[Name of Special Agent in Charge]
[address]

Dear Sir:

I desire that you forward to me at once a list 
giving the names of the leading alien radical leaders 
in your territory whom you believe now or are likely 
in the future to become subject to deportation. Under 
such name should be given the date of any report, 
heretofore made directly or collaterally referring to 
the individual, together with the name of the agent 
rendering the same. If the reports which you have 
rendered upon the individual do not contain definite 
information concerning his place of birth, his arrival 
in the United States, and his citizenship status at the 
present time, you should immediately determine his 
citizenship status and forward this information with-
out delay.

Where reports heretofore rendered make refer-
ence to statements of a radical nature made by the 
individual, the exact or substantial wording of which 
statements do not appear, you should make an effort 

immediately to supplement such reports with the 
phraseology used as much as possible by the individual, 
together with the name and address of the person 
overhearing such statements. In the future the great-
est care should be exercised to obtain such evidence 
at the time of the incident as to be admissible in a 
deportation action.

In all future instances where alien radical leaders 
speak at meetings, I desire that meetings at which they 
speak be thoroughly covered, not only by undercover 
men but also by men who afterwards can be used as 
witnesses, and further that stenographic or other ac-
curate notes of their statements be obtained. In cases 
where a subject speaks in a foreign language the meet-
ing should be covered by an agent who is conversant 
in that language where feasible. If you find at any time 
that you will be unable to cover such a meeting, I desire 
that you communicate this fact to me by wire and an 
effort will be made to supply you with a person who 
can understand the speaker.

Kindly give the above matter your attention and 
forward the information without delay.

Very truly yours,

[J.T. Suter]
Acting Chief.
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