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Keep the Right to Strike!

Nearly half a million coal miners have downed tools as
a last resort to force the coal barons to accede humane con-
ditions of employment. The coal barons demanded that t'he
miners continue at work pending the outcome of an industrial
roundtable between the miners and their employers. The
miners rightly refused to agree to throwing away their
strongest weapon to enter unequally into a- conference. The
strike is on and the batile must be won for the men who
mine the coal that makes civilization possible.

Woodrow Wilson and hiz reactionary government have
vhosen to throw its entire strength of courts and military
on the side of those who have reaped millions in profits from
“the sweat and toil of the miners. As usual the class lines are
drawn tightly, the capitalistic class character of the govern-
ment s clarly depicted for all who may care to see. The
government stands bone—headedly upon a technicality t-hat
the war is not over and the miners are bound by a war time
agreement to keep at work. The government conveniently
asserts or discards this same techniecality as the conditions of
its political welfare dictate. In order to bind into Sla've'ry. a
half million American workers it blunderingly serves an iu-
Jjunetion mpon the miners’ officials restraining them from
calling the strike. Nevertheless, the strike is on, the mem are
ont =nd the injunction Is worthless, but it should serve to
teach Amervican workers the {rue character of the govern-
ment.

 The right to strike must remain inviolate. An attempt to
abrogate this right is an assanlt upon the workers and the
rights of free men, whether the assault is led by a reactionary
government or any other power. The right to quit work in
orader to force better conditions of life and employment is
a fundamental right that no man other than a congenital
slave will for a moment be denied.

The demands of the miners which may appear radical
to some on first glance are upon close analvsis. but logical
and reasonable considering the conditions surrouding the coal
industry.

For mearly a vear the miners have worked about half
time. Their liberty bonds, purchased to help win a war for
‘‘democracy’” have long ago been caghed in to purchase food
and clothing for their families. A shorter work-day and week
are absolutely neccssary if miners are to have steady employ-
ment, An increase in wages only, can assure them of a decent
American standard of living. . :
thrown to the interests of the coal barons. Soldiers are guard-
ing the mines, protecting such scabs as the government and
coal operators may he able to reeruit to break the strike.

Liet every miner stand staunchly by the principles of
freo men. None other than slaves will be cowed by the
misuse of governmental power in the hands of the rulling
class.

GOOD
NEWS
COMRADES

COMRADES:— ] .

The national executive commitiee of
the Communist Labor Party just held
a meecting in New York City.

Muny important decisions were made,
In fact, the Communist Labor Party
steps forth a definate power from
now on, having, as a result of this
meeting, acquired the needed party
activities and machinery which en-
abhles the party to reach its member-

Syndicalism Cases
Continued

Unlettered Prosecutor gives new pro-

nuntiation to class-war words and

phrases and reveals ignorance of lan-
gnage as well as of law.

The cases of Chas Baker, Walter
Brounstrup, L. E. Katterfeld, A. Wa-
genknecht and E. T. Allison, charged
with eriminal syndiealism, were con-
tinved in Judge Moylan’s court to
Nov. Sth when the five defendents
appeared with their attorney, Morris
Wolfe, last Thurs. afternoon for pre-
liminary hearing.
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Bringing 1,278 Unitege®tates tr
back from what th wadeSeribe. -a
Jand of horrors and ynoiplace %’1;
American, the army 'tra 01:5
docked today with one of__}j;_*;'laxg
detachments of Siberian expedifiond
forces thus far returned to the Un
States. e
Teday’s arrivals are fromf,tTle?
ty-scventh and Thirty-first /gnfa
having served more than 15 #ion
Siberia. In the ship’s hospithls
thirty-eight men being transfersed
the Presidio; in the ship’s brf
three prisoners serving scourts-m%;
sentences and to be transferred- to
catraz and in the hold were the, Q
of 16 Americans killed iWig: "Wl
Bolshevik forces. b
Tales of hardships,-mistreatment, &;
abuse are many among thé_'{lhe:h
Japanese are blamed by te so
for the conditions in Sibépia,
‘Lhe,v doseribe as a  post JFhol
tlith, disease and terror. Intépior
ria, especially at Harbin ang
inland, is in the clutches of £0 ep
mic of cholera and typhus which is
sulting in many deaths, elaim tod
arrivals,
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Bitter Against Officeri- E

Members of several compamies of
the Tventy-seventh Infantry are bittér.
against the tratment given thdm by
the commanding officers whom they
charge with using the mailed fifst of
military authority to maintain diseip:
line and check the spread of diseontelﬂé
among the men because of their¥dis
satisfaction at being kept in places
for reasons they know nothing of
and being subjected to treatmlent
worse, they claim, than would he given
a dog. @

The majority of the complaints arg|
lodged against Colonel I T, Morrow;
cemmanding officer of the Twenty-seé
venth Regimena, nicknamel by his men
““Bull of the Woods,”’ i
"Oruelties of all deseriptions, intex-
agaivst officers by men of the Tybiltks,
soventh. The. chi s{‘}%!m’gla‘j aglidst
Colonel Morro'y #* 4%&31@ Eion of fHhe
prisojistockade’ and ki tdiﬁ?wi@f&i'
Amer®an ‘frisofters; plaged *thete
man  gay, for ‘the -mogts t
violatio#sy of r&nil'ba’f“y 11
EIAE T

Té id v

Edward G. Bell of Company B.
Tventv-seventh Infantry; J.- Shapiro,
Company L. and many others tell of
conditions in the prison stockade,
created, they say, by Colonel Morrow,
Bell said: ’

This stockade was bult of logs and
designed to hold about 150 men. Thera
were about 140 men in it all of the
time. We were made to double time
to and from work or any place we
were driven. Life inside this stockade
was a horror. Every two hours during

| Arthur
jresident of San Francisco, was given
|a sentence of 14 days on bread and

|wearing an American

ication and many charges are lodged |.
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ce us to line up and answer
[l call and then we would be
timed for a few minutes. Then
ould get a snateh of sleep and
e-timed again. We were sent to
tockade on charges which would
most places escape with a rehuke.

Charge Tyranny Reign

. Shapiro of Company L.
ched for by many of his company,
es the officers with conducting
‘reign of tyranny. Grafting of muo-
vy to be used for the soldiers, abuses
sid brutalities are charged against the
¢fficers, Shapiro charges that German
officers held as prisoners were given
better treatment than the American
2nd Russian prisoners, and that the
German officers are wearing Americ-
an uniforms. Supported by Dan Alex-
ander of a headquarters company in
the Tweniy-sevench. Shapira says that
Herrarra of Company L. =a

water for making a remark ahout a
German major wearing the American
uniform while a prisoner, Shapiro said:

Herrarra resented the fact that a
major in the Germany army was
uniform. THer-
rarra said, “‘Doesn’t he look cute, the
—’’ Captain Larkin, commanding Com-
pany E. of the Tventv-scventh, heard
the remark and fJerrarra received a
court martial and 14 days solitary.

Herman N. Jensen, Company B.
Twenty-seventh infantry, exprossed the
sentiments of more than 500 soldiers
of the Siberian forces when he saui:

Americans have no business in Si-
beria. From all we can learn ITiram
W. Johnson is one of the best Friends
we have and the men in Siberia and
on the Logan are for him 100 per
cent.

We  have been inland ahout 1.800
miles at Verishue Udnisk and if any-
\body can solve the riddle there they
will have a Philadelphia lawyer heaten.

Japanese Show Hand

_.The situation there is thus: Tha
Taps are stealing the country and help-
ing them do it are three so-callad
ussian Kolehak generals—XKilmokiff,
sSeminoff and Gamoff. All are supposed
e divisional chiefs under Kolchak,
n reslity

AR ! gl
1011 '1s“2“s':e:1c%%1]' as a village a]o'ng}
side of Russia. Kblchak is friendly to
the Aimericans, but his bandit chief-
tains, who are-supposed to cc-operato
with the Americans, are being finane-
od by the Japs to create a reign of
terror. They are open in their declarat-
llons against the Amerieans. Their act-
ions, togéther with the conditions of
poverty, filth and disease made Siberia
an awful place. There arc more than
1.000 men on hoard who are tickled
to death to get back — but believe
me, buddy, it’'s tough sledding for

the night, officers, commanded by
Colonel Morrow, would come in, wake
us up, take our bedding away {rom

those who are in Siberia now, al-
though thev are beginning to get the
men out.

been reeking with tales of disco

Bombs and “Bull”

The capitalist press of the country has for a week past

veries of alleged bomb plotters,

their arrests, seizure of large quantities of materials for thoe
making of bombs, radical literature and communications from
men prominent in the American Communist Movement.

The assertion is made that the men and woman arrested

they are “handits far|

. |
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Unite for Liberation,
s Dehs’ Message

From the Prison Hospital Debs Sees
Labor Growing Stronger for
Final Conflict With Its

Exploiters

v Cineinnati O. QOect. 23. 1919,
DEAR COMRADE WAGENKNECHT:—

I wisited Gene yesterday accompanied by attorney Castel-
ton and found him slightly improved, he is still in the hospital
and will in all probability remain there because of his health.
He s no longer obliged to work in the clothing shop as the
Warden recogaized he must get better air and rest. Every one
about the prison appreciates and loves ““our Gene,”’ many
prisoners would gladly serve his time for him if they could.
The prisoners in the turbeculosis section raise flowers and
frequently send him boquets.

He is cheerfu! and optimistie, the split in the Party is
to him an evidence of growth. He said. “Partics will wplit, but
the movement for ‘working-class emancipation never splits,
the rank and file in all the Parties are honest and will get
together in their own good time. ‘“Tell them to carry on the
work for liberation of all political prisoners. All of us will
be released when the working-class present a wnited front.
We must sce to it that the financial interests are not permitted
to overthrow by force the liberties so dearly bought and paid
for by the blood of the workers.

They must understand that this government was founded
on the theory of the right of its citizens to advoeate change
if the existing system coes not provide safety and security for
the people. The Declaration of Independence states this
prineiple clearly, any group cf people that interferes with this
fundamental right is in conflict with the spirit and purpose
of the revolutionists who were ready to die rather than lve
amdemithe autocracy of Ring George. .

It is the mission of the workers to rid the world of the
industrial antocrats who are more oppressive than the political
autocrats ever darved to be. The workers have been robberd
and starved in their intevests, they are the 20/0 who, control
700/0 of the weatlh. The men and wemen who feed, clothe
and house the world, must control the world. They must
svstematize and organize industry in their own interest in-

stead of for the 20/0, therchby abolishing the conflict between
nations and classes.

SN ——

From behind prison bars I can near the rumblings. I can
feel the heart throbs of ihe working-class in their efforts to
free themseives from their fetters. T understand and I reacit
aut to the méa in the steel mills and the miners, the railroa«d
shops, to the workers everv-where. T am with you in spirit,
be true to yourselves and your class, the dav is not far distant
when Labor will come into its own.”’

With this messoge, Gene Debs sends greetings to his

ship as well as workers who are in
reed of communist education.

1. Plans were perfected for th?
tourning of an army of organizers and
Jecturers. A cirecularization ‘of loeals
ard branches has resulted in a call for
speakers and organizers such as will
rush ug to comply with. :

2. The fighting organ of the Com-
munist Iiabor Party has been estab-
lished. Tt will be called < COMMUNIST
LABOR’’. The first issue will appear
within two weeks. Max Bedacht will
edit this periodical.

R, ‘“Class Struggle’’, at present the
only magazine of a scientific nature
published in this country, has been
taken over by the Communist Labor
Party. Ludwig Lore will continue to
aet as editor of this magazine, and
Jack Carney and A. Raphailoff will
be associate editors.

4. ““Voice of Labor’’ has also been
made »n official Communist Labor

Party organ. John Reed is its editor..

This paper will continue the shop com-
mittee paper, propaganting the One
Big Union idea among the workers and
doing its part in organizing them for
effective action,

5. The going business of the So-
cialist Publication Society has been
absorded by the party. This -society
has already on hand thousands of
excellent pamphlets, and has an
especially good stock of Russian book-
by Bucharin, said to be the Dbest
by Busharin, saidt to be the best
esposition of Communism so for writ-
ten, of which three million copies have
been sold in Russia and of which we
hope to sell a million in the .U 8.

6. The national office of the Com-
munist Labor Party will move 1o
New York City. From this eitadel of
capitalism we hope to rally the 30.000-
000 wage slaves to the causc of
communism; from here the activities
of the party will be prosccuted with
greatey vigor and cdfficiency.

AND YOU? Your duty is now plain.
Tivery member of the party must
from this moment on become an agent
for the party. Every member must be
an organizer, a subscription getter, a
literature agent a propagandist
every spare moment of everv day.

THIS WILL LEAD TO VICTORY!

Articles from the Voice of Labor,
ofticial organ of the Communist Labor
Party and an editorial from the Ohion
Socialist of date of Nov. 15th, entitled
““Seizing the Capitalist State’’, which
were distributed at a meeting on Qct.
16th as well as paragraphs from tho
Communist Labor Party News wore
submitted and read as evidence in
support of the charge of criminal syn-
dicalism against the defendents by
MeCuen, Sceretary of the Toyal Ame-
rican League, who was instrumeutal
in making the arrests.

Copies of speeches made by Chas
Buker, A. Wagenkneecht and L. E.
Katterfeld and Margueritte Preveyv
were in the hands of the prosecution
but were not offered as evidence. At-
torney Wolfe, for the defendents sub-
mitted and insisted that the speech
of Morguerite Prevey be read. Margue-
rite Prevey was not arrested at the
meeting, nor were other women com-
rades who participated and took an
active. part in it. Both prosecution
and defense rested their cases at this
point but judge Moylan insisted that
the prosecution point out the parti-
tenlar  vielation of the eriminal syn-
Aicalism law which had ocenrred. This
reopened the case and necessitated the

reading of considerable portions of
the articles by the prosecuting at-
torney. Attorney Wolfe asked that the
-Jdefendents be discharged sinece no
violation of vaw, no cvidence of “‘al-
ivocaey of crime, violenece or unlawful
[inethods of terrorism’’ had been sub-
mitted. This put the prosecutor aud
his fellows of the DLoyal Awmerican
iLeague to thinking and the prosscutor
expressed the wish to submit the
|speeches of the defendents as further
evidence. The hour being late a con-
tinuance of the case to Nov. 5th was
granted.

- Prosecuting attorney, Stanton, who
is perhaps as shaggy and scabby an
sppearing individual as ever held
down a job 'as police prosecutor re-
;vealed a pitiable .lack of vocabulary
and  knowledge -of - modern English
in his handling of the case, especially
‘in his readings of extracts from the
[various publications. Such words as

(Continued on page 4.)

at Cleveland have conmections in various parts of the country
and that the fact is being established that the bomb said to
have been sent thru the mails in the early part of summer,

and the bombing of the home of Mayor Davis is the work of
these men. ' '

We charge that these latest alleged bomb discoveries ara
the rankest kind of fake, perpetrated by one of the greatest
political poltrooms who ever sat in a Mayor’s chair — Harry
Davis of Cleveland. While Davis’ police were riding over the
workers of Cleveland on May 1st, brutally clubbing men, wo-
men and children in an etfort to exterminate every vestige of
rising revolt among the workers, Harry Davis was in attend-
ance at a ball game, While the agencies of destruction which
he had released at the word of the Camber of Commerce
‘were at work, he sat on a bench in the ball park safe in his
skin far from the scene-he_had not the physical courage to
enter. In his campaign for re-clection the radical element of
the city are bombarding him with questions about his murder-
ous assault upon the workers and the reign of terror he im-
posed mpon the city. He felt the ground slipping from wunder
his feet. He necded and needed badly a substantial streng-
thening of his standing in the community he had assaulted
and outraged. ke '

Henee a ‘‘bomb plant’” is_discovered —— right on the
eve of eleciion. The capitalist press, ever eager to spread
red ink in lies against the workers, that they may be kept
forever in sabjection, enters upon another campaign of mali-
ciousness. The gullible swallow the bait, hook, line and sinkecr.
The administration is made ‘to appear vigilantly at work in
the interests of *‘law and order.’’ The" mayor receives a slight
boost at the polis — perhaps enough to get him over the top
and into the smug seat of the meyor — readv for another
assault upon the workens whose votes put him there. '

A capitalists politician will sink to. any depths for public
office. Gulling the workers is a part of the game: The workers
are slowly learning this and it is one of the things which are
driving capitalism and ite political representatives to distrac-
tion — and desperate lengths to keep. them harnessed to
capitalism’s chariot. - R R,

¥

comrades urging unity of all revolutiomary orgarizations.

Fraternally
Marguerite Prevey.

More Persecution.

Local exponents of Wilsonian *‘De.
mocracy’’ working over time in sup-
pression of Working-class.

Sleuths and gum-shoe men of the
local Chamber of Commerce are using
cvery method of ‘‘erime, violence and
terrorism,”” in violation of the Con-
stitution of the United States in their
repression of the rights of Cleveland
workers,

Having partially succceded in pre-
venting hall mectings after ruling soc-
ialists off the streets, they now have
entered upon a course of open viola-
tion of all the laws of sanctuary
guaranteed by the fundamental law of
the land. No worker’s home is now
safc from entrance at any hour by
these hounds and lick-spittles of the
ruling -class.

Ten comrades of the Communist Par-
ty of Cleveland were held up at the
point of revolvers in the private home
of a comrade, where an organization
meeting was being held on the night
of Oct. 30th. Those taken in this
latest unlawful outrage were Carl
Hacker organizer, Ilarry Wagenknecht,
Rudolph Altenbernd and others.
Guarded by the valliant apostles of
democracy as we have it to-day, the
comrades were herded into a patrol
wagon with books, pamphklets, mem-
hership cards etc. They were charged
with violation of the criminal syndie-
alism law at the police station where
they remained overnight.

At the hearing in Judge Moylan's
court the following day they were
bound over to the grand jury om $500
bond which was immediately raised
0 $1.500 when bondsmen appeared with
bonds for their release. At this time
sufficient bonds have been produced
for the release of all,

Hamilton Socialist Muhhed
and Beaten by Six
Masked Men -

Steiger Chloroformed and Taken to
Woods, Left Unconscious.

John ¥. Steiger, chairman of the
Hamilton, Ohio, Socialist campaign
committee, on his way home frow a
meeting Friday, evening Oct. 17, was
seized by six masked men, beaten, .
chloroformed, taken in an automobile
to the woods, stripped, whipped, tav-
red and left unconscious.

He recovered at 3 o’clock i the
morning and got to the police head
quarters. The Hamilton newspapers
at first suppressed the story, but later
let some news of it out.

The same gang took from the Cin-
cinnati and Dayton motor express of
fice 6.000 Socialist campaign leaflets

The clew to the assailants was ob»
tained through the sale !of masks,

Walter Warlan, judge of the Cours
of Common Pleas, has ordered
grand jury investigation.

Steiger had received a threateniay
letter, unsigned. This letter orderedt
him ‘to leave the city within ten davs
The general belief is that the plov
was . organized in ‘the Chamber o
Commerce and employers’ association.
cireles. This theory is based om the
fact that these circles have beeo,
alarmed at the prospects of a Socrali<s
vietory at the polls.

n
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Debs says to You

‘“TGNORANCE AND SUPKR.
ARE THE TWIN
VANTS OF THE PRIVILEGED, EX-
SLOITING CLASS, AND THE TWIN
WORKING-
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CLEVELAND'S “BEER” COMMUNISTS

(Contributed)
Not that we care to write an article
about Cleveland’s ‘‘Beer’’ Communists,
members in good standing of the Com-
munist Partyv. We would much rather
overlook points of difference and
emphasize points of unity.

But of late the Communist Labor
Party has been bclabored with such
seuscless and Dbitter criticisms from
Communist Party ranks, that it be-
comes our dutv to prove to the Com-
munist Party membership that their
party does not stand the hundred per
cent test, and that the errors made on
the side of adherants of the Communist
Party are as mountains beside the so-
ealled mistakes of the Communist La-
bar Party.

And now to the story of Cleveland’s
¢“Peer’’ Communists. It was our good
friend Jos. Jodlbaver who lambasted
the Communist Labor Party for its
‘“impureness’’ at the scveral meetings
of the German branch in Cleveland,
and the Cleveland German branch
eventually joined the Communist Par-
ty because it thought the Communist
Labor Party not one hundred per cent
communist.

New steps forward the official or-
gan of the German branch of Cle-
veland which is also the official organ
of the German branches in Ohio, and
does what?{ Does nothing more mnor
less ;that advocate ‘‘beer’’ communism,
This official organ, called the ‘‘Echo’’,
dn its main headline on page, one,
issue of October 25th, calls upon all

cood comrades to hurry to the hallot
box on November Jth — to vote for

the revolution? — to cleet communist
to office? NO. It asks all good com-
rades to hurry to the election on

November 4th to VOTE FOR BELER.

Here is the call of these ““beer”’
communists,
““TO THE BALLOT BOX ON NO-

VEMBER 4-TH’".

““The known occurances in the party
organization give the eleetion upon
November 4th only a secondary place.
However, We must not stayv awayv from
the ballot box, but must, with oar

‘ballots protest against everything that

has to do with prohibition, Because as
honest people we must not allow hyp-
ocrites to rob us of our liberty.”’

GREAT ISN'T 1T! Communist
Party adherants calling upon the mem-
bership to battle for personal liberty
— even intimating that it might be
all right to vote for any old kind of
candidates so long as thev are ‘‘met’’
candidates. And it is the Communist
Pardy whieh thinks itself TOO PURE
to unite with the Communist Labor
Party!

This together with Local Cleveland’s
call for a state convention in conjune-
tion with reactionary Socialist Party
locals in Ohio, are the two outstanding
cutures of Communist Party men-
shevism, And undoubtedly, the Com-
munist Party will continue to attempt
do dislodge the mote in the Communisg

Labor Party eye, overlooking thé“bean|

in its - own.

Who Killed Gock Robin?

‘I was never a Prohibitionist,”’ said
2 man to me the other day. ‘‘But I
saw it work in Seattle, and that con-
vinced me.’’ In other words the apolo-
gies for the saloon died when
the saloon died. Just as the apologies
for slavery died when slavery died.
And as the apologies for war will die
when war dies. And as the apologies
for land monopoly, and profit-taking
will die when land monopoly and prof-
it-taking go the way of the saloon
and slavery. .

You haﬁve to kill an institution be-
fore you can get rid of its excuses.
And because institutions are fund-
amentally economic it is the economie
factor which kills them. Slavery went
not because Garrison and  Phillips
talked against it. It went because it
could not stand in the economic battle
against wage labor. The saloon went,
not hecause the W. C. T. U. held
prayer meetings in  saloons, and
Gough and Father Mattews spilled
their eloquence against it. Grant the
good of all this. But the saloon went
because it could ‘mot stand the econo-
mic pressure of sober communities and
a sober industrialism, The war put it
out of business quicker only bacause
the war speeded up economic effi-
ciency, and the saloon was not effi-
cient. oy

And capitalism is going, not because
the preachers and the educators and
the editors are against it. They are
not, and they will not be generally
until it has gone. Why expect capitalism
to raise flowers that will kili it ra-
ther than reproduce it?

No, capitalism is going begause la-
bar is coming. Industrial democracy
is economically more fit than indust-
rial autocracy, and that is why it is
going to put industrial autocracy on
the scrap heap. It is the biggest re-
volution in history, as much bigger
than the fight against the saloon as
industrialism is bigger in men’s lives
than their convivial habits, as much
bigger than the struggle with African
slavery as wage labor is more univer-
sal than was "echattel slavery in the
Nineteenth Century America of our
fathers. It is the biggest revolution in
human history, and will do more for
the religion, education, and culture
of tomorrow than anyman dare dream
today.

But, remember, the preachers
capitalism are not putting capital-
ism out of husiness any more
than the preachers of Virginia and
South Carolina and Georgia put slavery
out of business. No, it is the working-
men who are going to put capitalism
out of the world. They are at it now.
Their weapon is the strike. Not the
ballot, except in a secondary. way, for
the ballot has been captured by the
capitalist politician and the eapitalist
editor and the capitalist preacher. The
one weapon the workingman has in his
own hands is his job. It is the only
weapon by which he caun slay the
Goliath of Capitalism.

Aund I for one am glad that he is
giving it to Capitalism just where
Goliath got 1t, in the head.

T am more interested in that fight
right now than I am in all the smilings
and smirkings and head-bobbings of
all the stirrup-holders in the world.

Go to it, labor, More strengtr to
your arm,

of
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Two years have passed since. :
sian workers began holding.the desti
of their class in their ownthands, The
murderous warfare against the Prole

combined forces of the world’s ‘capital
ist” imperialism have been unable to

public. The eyes of the world are tur
cd towards the eastern horizon, whert
w2 can read the glaring question: ‘§T:
he, or not to be?’’ But this.is
Hamlet’s hesitating question,
not even a question — it is¥g
mined decision of an uncompto
ciass struggle. Dictatorship of  the
letariat or Bourgeois — which sha
supreme ? \
In Russia at the present time,
gardless of deprivations, heeding %
the eapitalist lies that are , bein

the process of transformation to Coim-

not mean that the Russian workers
alone will be able to reach this stage

who are preparing the way for .
working class world. A Proletarian
Revolution cannot be of local charag-
er. It comes as a rising tide inundating
the entire capitalist societv. In such
position we find the Proletarian Re-

all capitalist governments, who still
are holding eclinched tight in their
iron gloves the workers of their count-
ries — the only allies and support in
the Proletarian struggle. The Proletar-
ian Revolution in Russia has only the
hope of permanent success if it can
count upon the support of the Americ-
an and  European _ working elass.
Therefore the necessary conditions for
Proletarian action the world over are
piainly to be seen. The war hag
Lrought sharp divisions hetween toilers
and explaeiters, has -split all relations
and prepared inevitable the last and
final struggle between labor and sap-
ital. The war has destroved the fruits
of ccnturies of civilization, has con-
fronted the masses with stargation.
The example of the Russian Revoln-
tion has opened immense possibilities
and  wide perspective for the Com-
munistic movement. ,
In pain and suffering is born the
future; a new class is entering upon
the stage of society creating its own
will, in o world-wide struggle with its
class enemies. One thing i3 clear —
that without active support of the
workers in other countries the working
class of Russia and the poor peasaniry
with' them will be crushed under the
iron heel of the allied eapitalist im-
perialism, and the bourgeois class in
Russia will triumph onee more with
their ““‘democracy’’ over lhundreds of
millions of workers., More than
the darkest night of reactior would be
inaugurated the world over.

tarian Revolution in Russia-'by - the!

crush the Russian Socialist Soviet. Re-}

spread, in the face of all opposition; |t

munism is taking place; but that -does (¥

volution in Russia. Against it we findj

that, [

-.is thréatening the
vith ‘the vision of
tion.” The imperial-

A s ‘61:' the wdr]d&.is asking *‘to be, or

nht to Le?’’ Tt is bending all its fore-
to choke the Proletarian Revolution
Russia. In this figkt the eapitalists
urited, ‘setting agide their quar-
over markpts and colonies. Eng-
, Germiany, Franee, the United
tes, TurkeYy — all are fighting Com
histic Russia. The  historie work in
. Proletarinm Revolution by the Rus-
n . workers ‘is fulfilled nobly. The
ther development of the Proletarian
volution depends on the rest of the
tliers the world over. What is our
fty? It is to give our active support,
workers of America, to help bring
bout the %vé_rthg‘ow of the capitalist
system, and mot to allow it to erush
class reyvolution in Russia. We
st show - od¥, class solidarity to our
Others in ﬁusgﬁa. They have shown
¢ tlie way® towards working eclass
-emancipati&, and are nobly carrving

|
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of society. They are only the pione” "™ oz’ thHeir fight. The workers of Enp-

lfand, of Prance, Italy are doing their
share; demanding withdrawal of troops
ftom " Russia. What about us? Presi-
dent~Wilson is waging a private war
fon R&esia, sending troops to Siberia.
e reeruiting of volunteers for Si-
éria is done openly by the War De-
iptment. The ‘‘free’’ American boys
are flogged .in Siberia by Wilson’s
fricnds. The Washington Government
" seeking apologies from eczaristic ge-
ne_l'a%iu Siberia, as if apologies would
heal the flogged wounds of American
soldier boy§, Have not those two years
of .the heroi¢ struggle of the workers
in. Russia_convinced you to oppose the
Q]ings of“your. imperialists at home?
4 MHe  possibilities of Soviet Russia
upder the workers’ control is depend-
oht™ not onmly on the sacrifices and
hegoic fight of the Russian workers,
but also upon the demand of the work-
e#f in other countries that their
governments cease their murderous
attionsgagainst Soviet Russia. Our slo-
gan shall be: ‘“No troops, no volunt-
eers, nb ammunitions to fight against
the Proletarian Revolution! Hands off
Russig!’’

Those slogans must be supported by
action, like the English workers, the
French marines, the Ttalian transport
workers, and the Seattle lLongshoremen
put, forth. They did not go to parlia-
ments or congresses with petitions, beg-
ging the perpetrators not to do such
things; they refused to load munitions
to be shipped to kill Russian workers;
others refused to go to Russia to war
against their brothers.

This will be the active support given
by us if we aet as a class and not
as individuals.

This action will give life to the
workers’ control of Russid, and it

| will teach that All Power to the Work-

The power of Soviets, the social-
zation of land, the nationalization of

ers is the way to working-class eman-
¢ipation. % s °

WTEIN

By Robert

Are but the stoek in

To those who build

Lives theré a workingman s densé ~~ *
Who has not yet the common sense

To see that flags and forms of state,

~ . Of which the masters proudly prate,

- A Song of Dentocracy ¥

‘Whitaker - _
Hi S

trade of those

‘Who fatten on the people’s woes,
And with such symbols still divide
The folks whose baeks they want to ride?

Where iz the poor man’s country? Where

The land that gives plain toil its share?

Where is the government that yields

To those who till the soil, their fields? -

and weave, their tools?

Where are the workers not the stools
Of those, wherever they are met |
‘Who live by other people’s sweat?

When will the workers of all lands
Throw off their immemorial bands
The lying loyalties they cheer?
Their slave idolatries of fear?

And stard bencath one common sky,
As one to live, as one to die;

To own no flag, no state, no mood
Except the workers®

brotherhood?

Endosres 1. W. W.

Mexico City, Oct. 13. — Industrial
unionism a la I. W, W. was emphati-
cally endorsed by Local Mexico -City
of the newly organized Communist
Party of Mexico, at its meeting Iri-
day might, Oct. 10. Members were in-

that is being organized or if already
members of craft unions, to try to get
those unions to affiliate with the I.
W. W. '

the year, were elected by the Ideal:
General Secretary, Luis Macotela; Tio-
cal Secretary, Roberto Sandoval; Trea-
surer, Angel Bernal. The local was
provisionally organized the first weok
in September. Intervention was de-
nounced in strong terms and 'plans
mude for opposing it. Speeches ware!
made by the following officers of the

structed to join the Mexican I. W. W, |

The following permanent officers for|.

Saws Reset.

‘‘There’s one thing that’s certain®’
- Bays old Mr. Peck;
[““A boil on the stove is

Worth two on the neck.’’
] Luke McLuke.
‘And here is what Uncle
Jehosophat said;
‘“One rose to the living,

Beats ten to the dead.’’

g Free Press.

‘Take your religion away’’

Said..wise Uncle Si.
V*Ofic pie here and mnow,
Beats three/ in the sky.’’

Geo. Barreda; National Secretary En-
rique H. Arce; and Linn A. E. Gale,
publisher of Gale’s Magazine and a
member of the National Executive

national party: International Secretary

Oommittee. Meetings will he held every
Saturday night hereafter.

E

THE BULLETIN BOARD

When the workers support their own press half as
generously as they do the papers of their ex-
ploiters, there will be a proletarian daily

. in every county of these United States.

What did you do to-day to build

up our press? Get a subscrip-

tion for this paper. Join

the Communist Pro-
_paganda League-
NOW' before

you dig

another two cents for your masters’ lies-about YOU.

XX XXX

THE BLACK SHEEP

By Long and Lanky.
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Chapt. IV.

The Class Struggle.

““Well’?, said llerman, om the fol-
lowing evening while on their way to
the wvillage, ‘‘did you get all your
cconomics  stored away that George
gave you last evening?”’

““Yes, I think -I have, but not at
all perfectly. There are certain phases
on which I neéd considerably more
light beforc 1 will be abkle to classify
and use then for myself. One of the
points that persists «in slipping from
me is that of the eclass struggle. I
can sec that it exists, bhut I cannot
fieure out how it originated, or why it
exists:?” said Jaek meditatively. ¢¢I
wish you would illustrate and explain
it a little further.’’

““You have bitten off a mouthful,”’
answered Herman. I'm afraid it will
keep wou chewing' for months. To
comprehend its origin you will have
to study it’s historical development
from the middle period of barbarism
to the present day. It’s a big sub-
jeet, passing thru  various = phases,
changing and modifying in harmony
with the changes and modifications in
the prevailing mode of production. It
will he up to vou to read books and
study for yourself, the growth and
development of the proletariat thru
the ages.”’

‘“What do you mean by proletariat?’’
aslked the boy.

‘“The proletariat is that part of the
people of a nation who have nothing
to sell in the markets of the world
except their human energy; their lahor
power. They are the class whom Marx
said, ‘‘You have nothingh to loze but
your chains and a world to gain.'’
Yov and I are proletarians. We make
our living by sclling our work for
wages, with which we buy the neces-
sities of life, that we may evalue
more strength tonecessities.
We do not own anv  ma-
chinery. The machinery is in the hands
of the employing class. We must use
the machine in order to work. We
must work in order to live. The capi-
talists have us tied by our guts to
the machine’” Herman explained.

‘“That’s eclear enough,”’ remarked
the hoyv. ‘“Now give me vour defini-
tion of a capitalist.’”’

‘A capitalist,”’ Herman explained,
‘is the possessor of land and tools
that the working class needs in order
to produce the nccessities of life. The
capitalists class is that element in hu-
man society thag has made itself mas-
ter of the resources and instruments
of wealth produection, and who will
permit the proletariat to use tham
only ynder the consideration of profit.
If a capitalist eannot make money off
of your labor power he will not employ
you. You must be employed in order
to live. Thus it Js that capital thru
their control of life’s necessities prac-
tically have the power of life and
death over you. They make you pay

‘|2 price for the privilege of existence.’’

Jack looked blank. George noticed it
and ‘tried his hand to eclarify matters.

= |[8aid ‘he to Herman, ‘‘Why ‘don’t ‘you

hit the kid on the head with the first
volume of Capital?’’ Then he went
on, ‘‘Now listen Jaclk, take it this way,
what you want to know, is, what con:
stitutes the class struggle today. It is
the struggle hetween the worker and
the owner of land and tools, for the
poesession of the products of labor.
The two phases of the struggle maybe
expressed in the words, wages and pro-
fits. The worker sells his labor nower
for wages. Tt is Dis commodity, that
means the thing he has to sell.
“‘Naturally he wants as much as he
can get for it, and the tendency is
to give as little as he can ‘fget by
with. That is the essence of all bus-
ness, as little as possible for as mueh
as possible. It is the natural attitude
of ‘man. The buyver of lahor power
wants to pay as little for human
energy as the worker will accept and
drive the worker to his utmost capa-
¢ity of production. That is the class
struggle. Capital can only grow on the
difference hetween what it pays for
labor and what labor creates in wealth.
A capitalist is g human being who
grows fat on the product of unpaid
labor.?”?

““Why don’t the workers kill the
capitalists then,’’ Jack remarked in-
nocently. At which both men laughed
heartily.

‘‘There is a good reason,’”’ George
explained. ‘“The bulk of the workers
are like yourself, they do not under-
stand the relaton that exists hetween
workers ond owners. Then there is s
large element such as the farmers for
instance who funetion in the two clas-
ses, being both producers and exploi-
ters. It is not the business of the
¢lass conscious worker to kill the ex-
pioiters. Tt is rather his task to eduy.
cate his fellow men to a cognisance
of their position in society.’’

‘“The difference is quite elear,?’
answered the boy. “‘But what will it
lead to?”’

““Figure it out,”’ suggested Her-
man, ‘““You create by vour work on
an average ten doliars worth of wealth
per day. You get two dollars in wages
from which you live. Your boss emn-
plovs a hundred men, from each of
whom he gets eight dollars in profits;
henee your inecome is two dollars and
his income is eight hundred per day.
Now compare your incomes. Who will
buy tke most land, you or the boss?
Your boss gets more money that he
¢an use or waste henee he must re-
invest in something and that something
is already owned. iIe buvs it and puts

‘|men to work on it; but every time

he increases the number of his employ-
es he also inerease the volume of his
profits, which it becomes necessary to
re-invest, while vou the worker have
uothing to invest. Can’t you sce how
the time must inevitably come when
a few men have everything and the
mass of men mnothing, but their
strength. That when that condition ob-
tains in the world the mass of the
people will be dependent for the pri-
vilege of work upon a few owners of
the world’s weslth, Can’t Yyou see how
this system of wage lakor is en-
slaving the human race? For where
one elass is tied by their heart
strings to the machine the other class
cannot be free.’’?

““Yes, T can see how this will lead

to the death of freedom, to a con-
dition of slavery, But what ecan be

done about it? You show me where
we are going but I don’t want to be
cn my way.’’

“*Nor does any eclass coumsciens wor-
ker want to go into that slavery to
which the development of ecapitalism
inevitably leads. That i3 the reason
we organize the militant proletariat
into political parties and into in-
dustrial unions, that have for their
objects the education of the working
class to a reeogvition of wherc they're
going for the purpose of abolishing the
wages system and instituting in its
Flace the collective ownership and de-
moeratic contrel of the means of pro-
duction and distribution. To the end
that all men shall become workers in,
and owners of,” the industries with
which they are affiliated.”’

*‘Now vyou souse him on the bean
with a volume of capital, ‘‘Herman
retorted. At which George laughed.

‘I begin to see “the whole thing.
A worker who is on to his job ap-
proaches every thing from an entirely
different viewpoint, He has more ‘o
do than merely make a living, because,

the system under which he s
making a living ecarries within
itself  the germ of its own

destruetion. It is therefore necessary
not ouly to make a living by working
for wages but to sce to it that the
opportunity to make a living by wor-
ring for wages does not slip from
our hands.

““Yes,”” said George, ‘‘and that
consciousness modifies and changes all
vour philosophieal concepts. It af-
fects your conception of truth, just-
ice, God, Devil, Heaven and Uell,
everything. The way that vou. make
your living colors your view point-the
preacher in the South was pro-slavery
and his favorite text on Sunday mor-
ning was,”’ Abraham bought his ser-
vants with his ‘gold’’. The parson
preached as he was paid. The chink
of the dollar was the voice of God.
While in ‘the North the preachers be-
longing .to the same church took for
their text ‘Stand ve then in the free-
Gom with whick Christ has made you
free  The churcles split along the line of
the material interest of those who
pay the pew rent. To them, tlen as
row, the voice of God was a source
of bread. In the North it was con-
sidered a virtue for a slave to escape.
In the South it was a crime. It is the
wedge that splits the eclasses in so-
elety apart.’”’

At this peint they entered the wvil-
lage. Tt bheing Saturday night they
decided to stay in town so as to get
a bath and a decent night’s rest and
on the morrow theyv would go out to
the lakes in pursuit of ducks and
aecese. ) .

George and Herman had led Jaek
into the world of economics. Now
Jack led them into the world of .
nature. Natural things were the things
he loved. As George and Herman had
taught him cconomies so he pointed
out to them the wonders of Biclogy
and to his surprise diseovered that
the same laws producing social pheno-
mena in a “modified form also pro-
duced the phenomena of life. For in-
stance, when he was asked to state
the reason why the females of phea-
sants and ducks as well as other birds
had sober plumage while the wmale of
the species abounded in brilliant co-
lors, he pointed out to his companions
that during the hatching season it was
of advantage to the mother hird to
blend with her environment. If she
did not she would be a conspicuous
target for all forms of beats of prey.
It is the life neccessity of the race that
gives to the female her sober plumage.
The same is true of the young- chiek,
both male and female, it is colored
£0 as to blend with its sorroundings.
The mother hen must care for herself
and her voung, while the chief con-
cern of the male is to attract a mate.
e has only himself to care for. Thus
he can afford to Lave the more bril-
liant plumage.’’

‘Do vou mean to tell us that birds
select their plumage thru an effort of
will?”’ Herman asked.

““No’’ Jack answered, ‘‘will has
nothing to do with it. The bright co-
lored mother does not raise her young
and the dark colored male does not
get a mate. These are the material
factors involved.?”’

George called the boys attention 4o
the fact that he had used the word
material factors in his discussion of
the markings of birds and pointed
out that what the boy had observed
in the plhenomena of wild life also
was true in the phenomena of so-
ciety. *“The reason that there are not
more class conscious workers in the
working elass is similar to that which
causes 8o few bright colored females
in the bird world. The man who has
rescnted the encroachment of capital
In an active way, has generally heen
driven from place to place and been
illed. In ancient times Spartacus asked
his fellow slaves if they were heastes
to stand like dumb oxen awaiting the
butcher’s knife, and told them if they
were men that they should strike down
their guard and gain the mountain
passes, there to do bloody work as
did their sires at old Thermoplea. But
spartacus was killed and his followers
<rucificied along the Appian  Way.
Spartacus was an off colored bird in
Roman slave society.

Grachus plead with the Roman se-
nate that the land be restored to the
people and they hurled him off the
Sorpion rock. He was an off. colored
ird in Roman slave society. Christ saod,
‘“Call ye no man master,”” and he
was crucified for the same reason. So
we can come down the list, Savan-e-
rola’ in Florence, Emmett in Ireland,
John Brown in the United States all
died, because they didn’t blend with the
industrial, political or religious world
in which they lived. It is natural law
in the social world that the un-adap-
table perish. Even in our own day
the radicals are jailed and driven
from place to place so that they can-
Dot perpetuate themselves.

““Now T’ tell you’’ said the en-
gincer, ‘‘that if you will study as
diligently the problems of organized
labor as wyou have studied the pro-
blams of nature, then you will be
a power for good in the world. I ean

also tell you that You’ll never be
rich.’”’

(Continued next week.) -
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IN ECLIPSE

For a year the world has been treated to the eclipse of one

of earth’s most brilliant luminaries.

And the effeect upon

the laminary appears to have as little effect as’ an eclipse has
upon earth’s sun. A yvear ago, had any one openly stated that
Woodrow Wilson would have passed into the shadows of
public disaprcval to the extent he has reached at this mo-
ment, he would have been accused of disloyalty, branded as a

traitor and probably delivered over to be hounded and per-|

secuted by agents of commerce clubs and mobs of patrictic

blackguards.
Just before the President

wrote the fatal open letter to

American voters adking for ilie return of a Demoecratic Con-
gress, no finger of accusation had been lifted against him. He
shone with all the splendor of omniscience, his rays lighted

all the world and wammed the
was, with grief and sorrow.

remotest corners stricken as it

As an evidence of the unstapleness of fame and glory he
presentts an unsurpassed example. Never has a man stood so

high in his countrymen’s and

the world’s

with the velocity of a plummet to the depths as has he. But
tho the President’s eclipse began at home just previous to the
last Congressional clecticn, it was not until the return from
his first trip to Furope that anyv evidence of the world’s
changed valuation was in evidence.

Presrdent Wilson went to

Kurope a conqueror with the

world at his tfeet in worship. He ecame back beaten, despised

by Xurope amd denounced at home. His partial tour

country in the interests of the

cf the
discredited League of Nations,

did not add to his standing with his own people. Rather did it
act as an irritant, and is merely plaving the cheape‘st kind of

political tricks.

President. Wilson stands alone, deserted by. his pohtrcal
party in Congress, by the people of this country and of the
world. He is parting into a period ignored of friend r foe.

CAN THEY CURE IT?

From preacher to President the dai-
1y offerings of cures for discountet
.grow in volumne. Settloment workers,
priests, doctors. lawyers, semators, po-
licemen, suffragettes, Samuel Gompers,
in fact the whole riff-raff of capital-
ism’s hangers-on eagerly extend their
mostroms for society’s salvation.

The variety too, is great. Mostly,
they contradict each other and this
does not lead “to greater faith in
‘their curative powers. But there is
‘one which is coming to the front more
:and more as THE remedy. More and
more of our statesmen and world
saviors are accepting it as such. It is
the resort to the armed power of the
‘state; more stringent laws against the
expression of discontent, then the
police, soldiers, riot guns, armoured
-ears. This is the ‘‘cure’’ for bolshe-
vism and revolution. This is the lust
resort of the capitalist state, in faect.
Tt is well that the workers recognize
it as such. Also remember, the ca-
pitalist state, as Karl Marx said, is but
a committee to manage the affairs of
“the capitalists class,

The latest nostrum to appear comes
“from Senator McKellar, of Toenn., who
has offercd a bill armrng to stamp
out radicalism root and branch. The
provisions of this bill are enlightening
as well as amusing. Tt provides thag
‘any person even advocating by peace-

able means the overthrow of ANY go-
vernment, or associating privately or
publieally with sueh advocates shall
he subject to a fine of not less than
$6.000 or from one to tem years in
prison.

It must be agmitted this is ‘‘going
some’’. America, the land of democ-
racy will soon reach the stage cf
Bismark’s irou laws if this bill becomes
law. We could almost hope it will be-
come law. The espionage law is net
half stringent enough. While the work-
er’s press has been almost obliterated,
and free speech denied in almost every
city 1n the country, workers can still
converse with their wives about the
mounting grocery bills and the
soleless condition of Jonney’s shoes.

This bill however, would put a stop
te all that violent talk. It would
teach us to keep our mouths shut
about our master’s business,

Pass the bill gentlemen, by all
means. Gives us more repression. The
criminal syndicalism bill has but ad-
ded its tens of thousands to the army
of discontented. This bill would add
hundreds of thousands. Let’s have it.

By the way wasn’t it a certain
king, who afterward became headless,
who said ‘‘give them a whiff of
grape shot’’? And wasn’'t it adminis
tered — with what sucgess the French
Revolution tells us! -~
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
in the
COMMUNIST PROPAGANDA LEAGUE
Realizing the necessity of education and organi-
|| zation of the working-class in order that we ntay
the sooner achieve our emancipation, and of the
value of our propaganda for this purpose, : "
I hereby apply for membership in The Com-
munist Propaganda League.
Enclosed find $........ for which send me ....
|l copies of The Ohio Socialist weekly for as many
|| weeks as this sum pays for at the rate of lc per
I copy.
fformy oo

JOIN—SEND A DOLLAR

=
FOR TEN COPIES FOR

TEN WEEKS—MORE IF YOU CAN—JOIN

Address:

COMMUNIST PROPAGANDA LEAGUE
*3207 Clark Ave, OCleveland, O.
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Lately
LI T SO s
* * » B
we have heard
* » »
* * L
SO MUCH
» * - »
about a certam
*. #»

°omethmg ’chey ca]l
AMLRILANISM
» . * »
that I decided I %would’
* * * “
LOOK AROUND and see
* % # .
if T could find out
* * *
WHAT IT WAS ALL ABOUT.
* * *
I had read the WORDS
. * * *
of the President where
] * »
he had said that if the
* * *
MINERS STRUCK
»* »* -
it would be unlawful.
*

» *

The president is an
* * ®

American and if he says R
* * ®

a strike is unlawful

‘then AMERICANISM must
- - -

mean a belief that it
* * *

IS UNLAWFUL TO STRIKE.
* * -

*
I had read that in GARY
* *
the peaceful parades of
* * *
STEEL WORKERS were
* * *
stopped by the militia
* * »*
with machine guns, tanks
* * »
AND AVERYTHING
* #* *
and the armv was under
* * *
the command of Gen. Wood
* *

*

who is also an American
* > *

and if he says that
* » *

Peaceful assembly is unlawful
»* *

L

then AMERICANISM must
* ox

mean a belief that it

IS UNLAWFUL' TO ASSEMBLE
* * *
h
peacefully to;get*er.to
petetion the governmenp for
° *
REDRESS of GRIEVAI\CES
OVER IN OHIO

’the troops were also

*

by the Governor in behalf
* *

d * i
of the CAPITALISTS
* * »
and ‘as the governor is an
* » *

AMERICAN, it must be
* * *

that it is UNAMERICAN
* » *

_to be anything except a
L - -

CAPITALIST, or else
* * *

a worker that is
»* * *

SERVILE ENOUGH TO ALLOW
* * *

the capitalists to
* *

*

HAVE THEIR OWN SWEET ‘VfAY

qu”

thhout resrstance
»

b s
* »
DID NOT LIKE
. * x
these conclusions
* *

becaus_e they were

contmry to all 1

»

and the

L

DECLARATION OF
x * * *

 INDEPENDENCE.
* %
! and everything,
© * *
~ ‘but they were
) * *
TRUE TO FACT
» *

_;\iﬁﬁ Iearned in school

*

-.'ahout Patrick I-Ienry
* * *

*

g ]

*

*

even if contrary to
% * * *

~ what I had been taught,
) * %

and I was sorely worried
* * »*

and sought for an
* * *

ANSWER to the problem
* * *

in heredity,
*

Here is what I found;

®

*

AMERICA was settled by
4 * * *

Foreigners, who
* *

*

KILLED OFF the original
* * * :

]
owners of the land and
#* * *
TOOK it for their own.
* * *

We had three kinds of

* *

Foreigners here then,
» * *

The CRIMINAL
* *

*

*

who was deported here for
* * *

CRIME,

. @

The

who came as an
* »*

INDENTURED servant
* » *

or just plain adventurer,
* * *

ADVENTURER
* »

*

and the RELIGIOUS FANATIC.
* * L]

These elements,
* *

s Crooks adventurers, and
. * *

. murderers of INDIANS
* .

land- thieves and
»*

C. TN T
“Religious fanatics
* »

form the parent stock
* L] *

from which, with the
: L I

additions of NEW
* *

IMMIGRANTS, make
* - *

‘up the bulk of
*

»
AMERICANS.
* »
So
* *
AMERICANISM
* »*

must be the sum total
= » »*

of the inherited
* »

characteristics
» *

of the parent stock.

e

»

*»

»

*

#*

*

*
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The Coining of the Storm

By Robin Adair

Do you hear the workers toiling in the murky shaft of Fate?
Heavens! listen to the thunder of the sound

Of a mllion whispered curses; a’' million thoughts of hate;

A molten stream of anger — underground.

Do vou see the miner sweating, reeking naked to the loin,

Oh, you pious bibfe~thumping Man of God?

De you see nis widow weeping by his body, Man of Coin,
And his starving children, homeless at your nod?

K the game is worth the candle,

‘Tisn’t yeu who turns the handle;

‘Tisn’t you who mans the windless — Man of God.

N

Oh listen to the echo in the stolxehole and the mine,

Of a million augulshed vowes all a-wail;

By the raiiroad and che quarry, .or midst the bush and pme,

I tho stockyard and the foundry and the jail.

Do you hoar the spirits stirring in the graves of shattered hopes,
Oh, you soulilcs, brass encrusted Man of Fat}
Do you bear the clanging voices  of the dead men in the stopes,

And the whisper of the “abl‘ackleg” and the ‘‘rat®”’
Oh, 1ts d1v1dends and ham

ers,

To the music of the campers;@*r

It is you Dame Fortuns pampers '

Do you hear the faint, far rustlo.in the {:rée ‘tops on the peak?

(How the murmur gathers volume as it nears)

Do you hear it, Man of Mammon? You’re the cursed thing they seek;

2 Man of Fat.

‘Tis your vietims -~ and the tempest is their jeers.

Oh, just hearken to the howhng .and the shrieking of the blast!
« Hear the trump of Roesurrection, Man of Cash!
For the one who once was tyrant, shall be Sg‘rf in fetters fast,
And the broken slaves of years shall’ ply the lash.

Ob, its greed and mggard wages, 7

A

Makes the commg gale that rages
Down the chastly path ‘of agées — Man of Cash!

2

¥
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In Russia

THE THEATRE

Soviet Russia is working hard to po-
pularize the tlieatre and a system of;q
committeos called the Proletkult has
been formed to deal with this matter.
Proletkult is a composite word, de-
noting, of course, proletarian culture
— there is now u prolific manufae-
ture in Russia of new composite words
to serve new needs. The Pyoletkult or-
ganizes in all distriets, schools where
workers are educated in musie, danc-
ing, and the mimic arts. When these
students ure sufficiently trained they
play in eompany with the old actors.
There is a demand for thetrieal art-
istes which it is diffieuvlt to supply
and no actors are unemployed.

The price of theatre tickets is low
and -the tickefs are offered for sale
first through the factories workshops,
offices, wherever work is carried on.
Ounly if any tickets are left after the
work centres have been supplied are
the tickets put up for general sale.
Only then have the hostile bourgeoisie
who refuse to work an opportunity to
buy theatre tickets. As a rule the
workers have bought up all the theatre
ickets and only a few cinema ticke:is
remain; indecd it is evident that
presently it will only De possible to
attend places of amusement if one ;s
willing to work.

The theatres are hecoming more and
more popular: the cinemas less so.
The general view in Russia is that the

cinema should not be use for dramn
but for scientific purposes: for ve-
vealing the growth of plants, the

deths of the sea, and so on.

The Sovicts rogard the theatre =as
a valuable means of social and artis-
tic education: hence its popularity.

THE PHONOGRAPH AND
PROPAGANDA

The phonograph is much used in
propaganda. There is a widespread
desire to hear Lenin speak; to hear
Trotzky, Angelica Balabanoff, Zino-
Viev,xAlexandra Kollontai.

Russia is an enormous country; the
only way for the mass of peop]n, to
hear speakers is by the phonograph,
and request for the records of their
specches comes in a growing stream
from all over Russia. The records are
set  going in barracks, parks, and
open spaces. Our visitor recently heard
a speech by Xotlontai in one of the
squares of Moscow.

LEARNING BY DOING

More than sixty millions of the
Russian people are directly depend-
ent upon the Russian Co-operative
Unions The Consumers Unions have
twelve million members (heads of

families). The credit societies have
four million members. The produc-
ers and marketers, societies have

four million members. Beginning with
onc co-operative society in 1865 Rus-
sia at latest reports ean hoast of
some forty thousand co-operative so-
cieties of varying strength.

Russia is engaged in the greatest
economie expeument of the age
an experiment aimed to demonstrate
the capacity of the workers for self-

fgovernment. As a background for this

experiment the Russian workers have
built up a system in which millions
are engaged, as a part of their dally
routine, in the processes of active
co- operatlon which enables them to
learn by domg

DO PHISUNS REFORM?

By H. L. Glles.

If you mean the ¢‘old-fashioned?’’
kind, which still exists in many places,

the answer is decidedly ‘‘No.’’ A
dungeon. .close confinement of any
sort; ignorant, unfeeling and cruel

rruards, eompulsrou and degradntlon of
the meanest kind never reformed or
regenerated anything. But there is no
reason why the right tvpe of penal in-
stitution should not benefit misguided
persous who have come wﬁthm its
walls. Take Western Pennsylvania’s
own institution, in Center County, as
an instance. Who could help bhut ba
benefitted by the healthful life on its
farm, the work in the open air.% -
close to nature and God—the effort
to teach a helpful vication, the hn-
mane treatment its prisoners are said|
to receive.

It is necessary that there be a place
of confinement for unfortunate per-
sons who become conviets. But at
the same time it is true conviets are
human beings, responsive to humane
treatment, It is punishment enough to
shut them off from the rest of hu-
manity, without marking their lives a
succession of horrors. Give them en-
couragement. Give them education.
Give them healthful work and whole-
some recreation that will lift thejr
minGs above the sordidness of their
situation. Put capable, whole-hearted,
healthy, unselfish men in charge of
them men whese actions will be an
inspiration for well-doing, rather than
2 model for baseness. A conviet has
become what he is because of some
crior in his training, some mistake in
his environment. The vile environmeunt
of the oldtime penitentiary will not
change him. But place about him in-
fluences that will show him the bene-
tits of right living, the advantages
of honesty, the worth of he]pfnlnebs to
others, and he 'will come out *‘re-
formed 7
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SCOTT NEARING AT AKRON

Workers of Akron are in store for
a treat on Nov. 11th when comrade
Scott Nearing, writer and socialist will
deliver a lecture at Eagle Hall Nov.:
11th. Prof. Nearing is nalinally known
as one of the foremost educational
lecturers in the country and any one
attending this lecture is assured of
a drscourse of unusual value. A large
asudience is expected.

Wateh for advertising of the meet-
ing.

—O

'Local’s Monthly Report

Akron 9 423 257
Jlark County ‘)+ 34
Clermont Co. ) 11
Columbus 1~ ‘)G 143
ayton 6 120 239
Elmwood Place 10 10
Findlay 9 20 25
Calion 2 43 43
Hamilton 1- 235 303
Irondale 13 13
Marysville 5 5
Massilon 40 67
Now Bremen 1 29 3
Niles o 45 90
Portsmouth 1 35 52
Power Point 12 24 .27
Sanduskyv 3 39 42
Seneca Co. 2 72
Wardsworth 11 16
Warren Ukr, Br. 2 12
Zanesvyille 19 34
The locals reporting are only a

small percentage of the state locals.
Might we. again urge financial secret-
nncx of lozals to obev the state con-

titution and send in their loeal’s re-
port BEFORE the  eighth of each
month?

o

Attend Workers’

University

1314 Vine Str. Cincinnati, 0.
Lectures Every Sunday

CALENDER FOR NOVEM-
BER & DECEMBER 1919. ‘

Novbr; 2ud. Tom “Clifford of Cleve-
land, O.

9th. Margaret Prevey of Ak-
ron, O.

16th. Prof. Otto C. Markwardt

of Detroit, Mich.

Tom Lewis of Portland
Oregon.

Ross D. Brown (Colored)
of Munice Ind.

Tth, Jos. Sharts of Dayton, O.
14th. Mrs. Gillman of New York
21st. Geo. R. Kirkpatrick of New
York.

Wm, A. Domingo (Color-
ed) of New York.

COMMING.

Wm. D. Haywood of Chicago, Alex-
ander Berkmann & Emma Goldmann
of New York, Scott Nearing of New
York, Basanta Koomar Roy of India.
LOMRADES —

We are under considerable expense
in bringing speakers here for these
meetmgs Lvelv comrade should there-
fore take a deep interest in the
splendld lectures given and support
this series liberally.

Every comrade and fellow-worker is
urged to attend each lecture and bring
others with them. Dont forget the
dates and remember to bring others

23th.
30th.
Decbr.

28th.

and help the movement along. Fill the

hall to overflowing.
-

A KING A QUEEN

A real live king and his ¢
benighted states of late. It is not so long

AND THE SCABﬁ. A

ueen have been tourning these
since we were being

compelled to volutarily contribute foodstuffs, cash and cloth-

ing for the benefit of the starving Belgians,

and now before

the peace treaty has been gigned the Belgian King, Queen
and Royal party take a trip to the land of sham democracy
which will cost over a million dollars. The plute press recently
carried the story of how the king and queen walked over the
hot iron in the steel mills of Pittsburg, and how the queen
climbed to an advantageous position in order to take a picture

‘|of the men handling a red-hot

ingot. When she got that pic-

ture she got a picture of a bunch of seabs. It is but logical

however for kings, queen and scabs to herd together,



Declaration on Unity

of the National Executive Committee
of the Communist Labor Party on the
question of Unity with the Communisty

Party.

]

In view of the fact that the Central
Executive Committee of the Commun-
ist Party has again refused to accept
the Unity invitation extended by the
Communist Labor Party on Oct. 13th
we issue the following declaration to
the membership of hoth parties.

1 We reaffirm our sincere desire
for Communist Unity. We are sure
that the invitations that we have ex-
tended to the Communist Party to
meet with us in Unity Conference are
in harmony with the will of the mem-
bership, not only of the Communist
Labor Party, but of the Communrist
Party as well. The Communist Com-
rades in hoth organizationy hope for
unity of all true Communist elements
in ONE Party.

2 We regret the seeming inability
of the officialdom of the Communist
Party to semsc this desire of their own)
membership, and we express our firm:
convinction that in time this member-
ship will enforee its will. The Cow-
munist officials that now prevent
Unity will be compelled to clear ‘the
way, or all real Communist clements
will Jeave the Communist Party just
as they left the old Socialist Party
when that Party’s officialdom refused
to epey the mandates of its revolution-
ary membership.

3 The excuse of the Communist
Party officials that thev have no pow-
er to aet in this matter is palpably
untrue. The Communist Party’s con-

stitution gives their Executive Com-
mittee full power to initiate re-

ferendums, If they really desired uvnity
anrd believed that a referendum of-
fered the only means, thev ecould im-
mediately submit the question to re-
ferendum  and let their membership
decide it.

4 In making our unity offer we
did not therchy approve of all the
“clements in the Communist Party. We
are not surprised to find unelear an-d
undesireable elements in that Party,
opposed to Communist Unity.

Itlements that are engaged in dick-
ering with reactionary Socialist Party
Locals in an attempt to wrest pro-
perty from the Communist Labor Par-
ty, as the National Iixecutive Secre-
tary of the Communigt Party is now
doing in Ohio, can not be expected to
help bring about unity of all real
Cemmunist forees,

Groups of so-called Communists that
appeal to the eapitalist courts to rob
Communist Lahor Partv Branches of
Party property, as some of them are
now doing in New York, are surely
not desireable elements with whom
to unite on an cqual basis of Com-
munist Comradeship. -

Neither can we place the laurels
of 1007, Communism upon the brows|
of those that are rallying the proletar-
iun hosts to the polls for the suport
of bhourgeois wets in the defense of
‘‘personal liberty’’ against the on-
slaughts. of  bourgeois drys, as is
being done right now by members:
of the Communist Party and one of
their official organs in Cleveland.

5 In spite of the faet that we sec
these and many other signs of centr-
ism and menshevism in the Communist
Party our invitation for a unity econ-
ference on a basis of equality still
stands. We know that the great mass
of the rank and file of the Communist
Party is sound and revoluitonarv. We
have ahsolute faith that if unity is:
achieved on a PROPER basis, so that
the membership has an opportunity
to assert itself, these unclear elements
will eliminate themselves and a Par-
ty of true proletarian Commuunism will
result.

6 The Jetter of the Communist Par-
ty dated Oct. 25th answering our unity
invitation contains no proper basis for
unity. It contains no unity basis at
all. In this they merely ask the of-
ficials of the communist Labor Party
to betray their membership. They re-
fuse to consider even a meeting for
the purpose of attempting to work out
a hasis for a unity conference. To
call that an offer of unity is rank
hypoerisy. We spurn their bribe in
the shape of an offer to liquidate our
debts.

7 TLere is a fundamental difference
hetween the two Partiss that must be
censidered by the memhership before
Unity could be achieved. that dif-
ference is in the form of organization,
The Communist Party is a looselv feil-
erated group of almost independent
partice. Because of this very siructure
of organization their offizials have
prower to break them a part. Where
*‘leaders’’ have this power, they will
inevitably enter into conspiraeies and
combinations to maiulain their con-
trol. This must eventually destroy the
Party, just as it almost wrecked the
Left Wing movement last summer. 1t
was onc of these very cligues that
bolted the Left Wing Conference in
" New York, split the revolutionary
movement in two, sent out the ecall
for its separate convention and or-
ganized the Third Party, the self-sty-
led Communist Party.

& It would be futile folly for any
one to join the Communist Party with
the idea of correcting these fatul er-
1ors and ousting tbis organized clique
from control either at the next con-
vention or at any other time. They
epenly boast t{hat should they lose
conirol thev would again bolt, causs
another split and organtze another new
Party. ‘‘Boring from within’’ ecan
therefore not hring unity. It is im-
poseibly to achieve a lasting unity of
Communist forces umnless  this clique
control is corécted at the very start.

9 It is apparant that the official-
dom of the Communist. Party is de-
termined to maintain its elique con-
troll at all costs, even at the price of
another split in their own Party. Upon
them rests the heavy responsibility of
bringing forth a third Party, since
they are the ones that split away from
the Left Wing organization and start-
ed the third organization and the third
Party. They are the ones that refused
all unity offers before and during
the conventons. They uare the ones
that refuse every unity offer today.
We therefore urge upen the member-
ship of the Communist Party as their
only rceourse that they withhold from
their officialdom all support, financial
or otherwise, to compell them to
change their attitude and agree to

Iiheir

‘the Communist Party,

11 We urge upon the Communist
Party membership not to permit the
unfortunate and biased attitude of
‘‘leaders’'” to cause them to
relax their efforts in Communist pro-
paganda. We invite all branches, lo-
cals, Federation and State organiza-
tions of the Communist Party that
may be in accord with the puatferm
program and constitution of the Com-
munist Labor Party to join our Party
and co-operate iwith us in our aect-
ivities to spread the message of Com-
munism among the proletarian masse.

12 The Communist Lahor Party
stands squarely npon the principles of
Communism outlined by the Third [n-
ternational with which we have af-
filiated.

The taeticts of the Communist Labor
Party are determined by the re-
volutionary necds of the viass war in
Ameriea.

Its form of orvganization meets the
revolutionary situation, sinez it gives
the full possibility to orpganize all
Commuuist elements in this couniry in-
to onc strongly centralized Party.

Tts Partv machinery now well
established. It is in dircet contact with

13

the revolutionary workers right in
the shops. It has taken over the
““Yoice of ILabor’’ for shop pro-
naganda and organization and the
‘Class  Struggle'” for the scientifie

education of the membership. Tt has
cstublished other national periodicals
to supply every aeed of a great work-
ing-class movement, [t is already en-
eaged in the publication of numerous
timely leaflets, pamphlets and books.

We call upon all class conscious
workers, especiallv wpon those now in
to join the
Labor Tarty and work
with us to reach America’s thirty mil-
Tion wage workers with the message
of Communism, to raliy them for the
struggle against American and World
Capitalism, — to abolish the Dictator-
ship of the Cupitalist class and 1o
clasp hands aeross the seas with our
Boishevik and Spartacan Comrades to
setablish  the Dictatorship of the
‘World’s Proletariat.

Communist Labor Party
National Exccvtive Committee,
A. Bilan, Max Bedacht,
Jack Carney, L. RB. Katterfeld,

“EBd. Lindgren.
A. Wngenknecht, Ex, Seer.

Communist

Comparatively untouchiéd by the]

‘War, her man-power almost intaet,
her immense resources scarcely seratch-
ed, the Unites States began the year
1919 -as one of the most reactionary
nations on earth. Never had weé {felt
the strain of imminent invasion, as.
the people of Europe had felt it; nsver]
had we starved, or frozen, of drag-|
ged our married men from theéir fa-
milies, as in other bellagerent countiies.
Labor here was getting war-wages;
‘‘radicalism’’ of all sorts — the So-
cialists, the I W. W.’s,- even. the
Non:-Partisan Leaguers — had _been,
privately and publiclv mobbed ' into]
comparative silence: the vast bulk of
the population, and especially of tihe
workers, seemed satisfied and patriotie.

To all apperances the bulk of the
people were behind President Wilson
and his much-heralded League of Na-
tions. Samuel Gompers had become a-
statesman of international importsance,
wiclding the massed power of the
American Federation of Labor which
seemed as solid and eternal as the
Rock of Ages. :

THE GREAT CHANGE

Now, nine months later, what do we
see? '

Woodrow Wilson a failure, a proven
Eypoerite and lar, deserted by the
Liberals, viciously assaulted by the
reactionaries. Gompers absolutely dis-
credited abroad, and coming more and
more into open counflict with the rank
and file of his own organization. The

Labor movement of America stirring,|

awakening to new ideas, new forms
of organization, new methods of in-
dustrial warfare, revolting against its

leuders -- becoming revolutionary!
Those frightened authorities who
see in all this stirring and upheaval

the work of ‘‘Bolshevik propaganda,’"
are on the wrong track., Certainly
¢vents in Europe have had their re-
percussion here; it is impossible for
the workers of Russia to take over
control of their country or the workers
of Ingland to threaten Direct Action
for politieal ends, without making
American workers think. :

Bat no revolutionary movement was
ever yet caused by propaganda alone.
Conditions make Revolutions. Condi-
tions have caused, and are causing,
the tremendous change in the attitude
of the American Labor movement.

How It Happened

The war speeded up industrial evo-

Jution tremendously, even here. Under

the Ma

-

emergency agreements with the A. F.
of L. Unior rules and safeguards
were suspended, the skilled trades were
dileted,” Labor was still further sub-
divided: The War Labor Board con-
trihuted .to the change by permitting
the workers to air their, grievances,
and then demonstrating §s inability
to combat the great capitalist employ-
ers. The various Liberty Rond, Red
Crogs, and Y. M. C. A. drives, in which
the. workers wefe forced to subscribe
or Jose their jobs; the supression of
"all” class-activities of the workers by
aati-Labor, strike-braking organizations
of employers such as the Naticnal Se-
eurity League, the American Protect-
ive League, The American Defense So-
ciety; the lynch-law emploved Dy
chambers of Commeres and Boards of
Trade — all these fed the smoudering
rgsentment of the workers.

~#This~burst inte flame when the
signing of the Armistice suddenly
shattered the artificial social and eco-
nomic conditions which had prevailed
in the nations organized for war. Wit
Governmental pressure removed, the
workers found themselves face to face
with a brutal capitalist eclass, whose
first instinet was to contract industry.
In the ship-yards, the steel mills, the
‘mines, thousands of men were laid
off. The restlessness of the workers
was met by ‘‘anti-vagrancy’’ laws,
such as that of Kansas, which forces
an unemployed worker to take a job
at any wages; by ‘‘eriminal syndical-
ist’’ laws, which struek direetly at all
effective forms of lakor organization.

The Prohibitive Cost of Living

The end of the War didn’t put an
cud to the high prices of living ne-
cessities., On the contrary, with art-

orgy of profiteering set in. This was

ducts to be disposed of in forsign
markets, and also to the uncertainty
of foreign investments in ‘‘backwar]

Social Revolution was threatening or
n full swing. The plethora of gold with
which the banks of this country were
hursting also had a tendency to raise

prices, because of the cheapness of
money.
These two counter-tendencies — the

to

?

the attempt of manufacturers

“transform industry to a peace basis’
— in other words, to reduce wages to
what they were before the war —
quickly produced a erisis. The workers,
who had already discovered that even
war-wages wounldn’t buy as much for
the dollar as wages before the war,
were faced with actual want. More-
over, the sudden cancecllation of war-
contracts, leading to the discharging
of thousands of owrkers, gave the
remainder the bitter choice between
staying at work on insufficient wages,
or walking the streets.

The issue was sharply precipitated
by the . ultimatum of the Railroad
Brotherhoods, asking for vast wage
increases or the adoption of the Plumb
Plan, and threcatening a general rail-
road strike.

The Government Gets Busy

T'his sudden revelation of the power
which might be employed if the work-
ors really made up their minds to it,
shoecked and frightened the Govern-
ment. Immediately the Presideat and
Congress got Dbusy with all sorfs of
schemes to reduce prices, Laws were
proposed to punish profitecrs, invest-
igations started, rctailers by the do-
zen arrested for hoarding food and
clothing stocks, the Ariny supplies were
ordered sold through the public sehools
and the Post Office.

But even in its pamic, the capitalist
class did not intend to relinquish =a
penny of its profits. Jt served notice
on the Government that it would soon-
er sce industry go to smash than to

ificial governmment control released, an.

due, among other things, to the clearly S0n refused the Railroad men’s de
visible bankruptey of Europe, which mands, and issued a statement denoun
prevented the export of surplus pro-!

countries’’ — about. whose . disposition ;something. Therefore the invitation to
the Peace Conference was squabbling, |the Capital-Labor Conference in Wa-
and in certain sections of which the'shington on October 6th; hence the

surrender an atom of its power.
This put the politicians in a dif

ficult position. The Government had

to obey its capitalist masters; so Wil

cing strikes. But the. Administration
was fearful of losing the workers
votes; it had to pretend to be doing

appeals for an ‘‘industrial truece’’....

Labor Betrayed By Its Leaders

The workers, however, who are tos
close to the facts of life to be fooled!

by such propositions, and whose actuall
aced is driving them to immedate ac-

rapid rise in the cost of living, and tion, will not wait. They must strike |

tter with America?

i John Reed.

to live. They must strike to maintain
and strengthen their  organizations:
and alter them to meet new conditions.
Under no industrial truce will the
capitalists cease to make class war on.
the working class.

The interests of the Craft TUnion
leadership, however, are different from
the workers’ interests. The A, ¥, of L.,
oligarchy is interested in keeping:
Cruft Unionism intact, in making Or-
ganized Labor a power with which to
dicker for a share of the capitalists”
profits. This power — the workers of
this country — they are willing to
sell to the capitalist class for any
political game or imperialistie scheme,
in return for ‘‘a fair wage.’’

Tt is for this that the A. F. of I.
leadershpi surrendered the OrganiZed
Labor movement to the War Party in
1017. 1t is for this that the ‘‘leaders’’
of the Trade TUnion movement in
America have always becn the bitter-
est of Socialism, It is for this, finally
that Gompers and his eclique have
joined with the Government in its ef-
forts to sabotage the Plumb Plan, to
halt strikes, to collaborate in the Con-
ference of October G6th.

The Workers Can’t Wait

v But the workers, as we have said
above, cannot wait. They must get
relief. They strike. The leaders. for-
bid. They strikec anyway — they must
strike. And this struggle between the
masses forced to move forward, and
the ‘‘leaders’’ who want to hold them
back, reveals to the workers the re-
actionary character of the whole Craft
Union structure, and its function as a
buttress of the capitalists system.
This leads to the smash-up of the
old rigid Labor Movement in this
country, and the inevitable coneeption
of a new organization based upom
actual necessitics and needs,. and so
organized as to he able effectively to-
cope with the gigantic new growth of
capitalist power ~— One Big Uunion!
The Seattle and Winnipeg strikes,
and the abortive Boston strike — ali
bitterly condemned by the A. F. of L.

leaders; the great Steel strike, tying:
up an entire basic industry, from the
mincs to the finished product -— which
the A. F. of L. politicians have alseo-
tried to stop; these are the first ten-

|tative tests of the new -form of or--

ganization,

So Revolutions begin — s¢ the Re-
volution is rapidly approaching here in
the Duited States.

Social Revolution Impending

in Poverty-Stricken-ltaly

The Council of the Chamber of La-
bor in Rome, passed a resolution in
opposition to the farmation of a mili-
tarist-imperialist government in Italy,
which says:

¢“The proletariat will descend into
the streets, huild barricadses and sa-
ervifice iheir lives rather than fall into
the rapacious claws of a military im-
perialism,’”

To the outside world it may seem
as though all Ttaly is fervently-Nation
alist, Tn the Nationalist ranks are
arraved the so-called ‘‘best people,’’
the business men and nobility, and the
Nationalist cause is supported by the
capitalist press, the ‘‘leading’’ papers.

Fut there 1is another vparty, less
noisy but more numerous, less apparent
in action but the most powerful, the
Communist of Italv. What D’Anuzio
has done they, too, can do, and the
breach he made in Italian military
discipline can be broadended by them
to the breaking point.

At present Ttaly is on the brink
of svcial revolution, and the almost
unprecedented expedient of calling the
leaders of every partv to a Crown
Couneil was an cleventh hour attempt
to find a course of action that would
stem the tide of revolt. The greatest
significance of D’Annunzio’s coup lies
vot in disobedience to the Supreme
Conncil — though that would be se-
rious enough. — but in the proof thus
given of the weakness of the bonds of
discipline in the Ttalian Army.

D’Annunzio’s aet precipitated a
crisis that had been latent in Ttaly
sinec the early Spring. Even before
the war Ttalian finances were; in had
shape and her industries shaky. Today
the country is virtually bankrupt and
the Government is resorting to the
desperate measure of a levy on ca-
pital — an enforced loan — as the
sole chance of staving off ruin. To the
Inek of moncy must be added the lack
of whesat, meat and coal.

The capitalist government of the
world know that D’Anpunzio is ‘‘rock-
ing the boat’’ in dangerous waters,
they know that he is brandishing a
toreh in the powder magazine of Ital-
ian proletarian revolutionary activities.
Ap explosion is bound to follow. This
is the reason why the Supreme Coun-
cil in Paris does not dare to interfere

and agree to leave the matter to the
Government immediately coneerned,)
because any interference by outsiders
might start the conflagration of re-
velution which could only end by the
workers of Ttaly organizing a Soviet
form of government and demand all
power to the workers like their bro-
thers in Russia.

The immediate question that con-
cerns the ruling class in Italy is not
how to get ID’Annunzio out of Fiume,
or whether the city should be annexed
or abandoned, but an agonized search
for a path of safety in. the storm that
is about to bhreak. As matters stand
today the working class of Italy sce
very plainly that the ruling class is
committed to a policy of imperialism,
that neither--puts fire in their stoves
nor bread on their tables.

D Annunzio has stampeded the go-
vernment along imperialistic lines. For
the sake of what the workers regard
as empty glory he has jeopardized|
tte already scanty food supply. He
has raised the flag of rebellion, in
the interest of the imperialists and
has got away with it. The workers
are asking, ‘‘Is the future to be uoth-
ing but semistarvation, unbearable tax-
es, and militarism with its death and
suffering for the many and honor and
clory for the few¢ R

The Communists, too, have devoted
adherents. They, too, can take the
power into their own hands, establish
their own government and destroy the
nresent imperialistic state. )

They may not be ready to strike
yet. They may prefer to wait until
the first pinch of cold apd hunger
has ripened the masses for revolt. Rut
it is now that the decisions of the

teeds of their action sown.

Premier Nitti and his associates ow
the Crown Council know it, as do the
Capitalist-imperialist governments of
the world, and it is that knowledge
of the impending revolution in Italy
that is eausing them so mueh enxiety,
for they know that with Ttaly in thg
hands of her proletariat, all the Bal-
lkans would raise the relief banner of
Communism and march to the relief
of their embattled brothers in Russia.

Speed the day. :

SYNDICALISM CASES
CONTINUED

(Continued from page 1.)

‘‘proletariat’’ and ‘‘sahotage’’ proved
unmountable barriers for tlis genius
who reminded wus of another pro-
secutor we have in mind who was
characterized as ‘‘having the manners
of a'covote and the face of a thief'’.
Knowledge of ordinary English words
and  their  correct relation  one
with another, is apparently mnot re-
Gguired in the legal profession if the
example submitted by prosecutor Stan-

ton he taken as evidence. In fact
one may conclude that  ordinary
knowledge of grammar is held in

ahout the same esteem in a capitalist
court as are the fundamentals of our
Constitution, relating to free speech,

unity.

and free assemblage.

R

To sin by silence when _',?v%'e:'.'should‘
protest AR -
Makes eowards out of men. -The humah{
racé ] : _'
Has climbed on protest. Had no voice
been raised o 5
Against injustice, ignlor_a'uicé. and " lust;,
The Inquisition yet would serve the
law, el
And guillotine decide our,last disputes,
The few‘virho dare lm%x;\é_‘_gpeak fx'nijii
speak again, ;

Bt

To right the wrongs ‘of'-néiiny.‘

Ella Wheller Wilcox. .-

communists are being made, and thel|
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{death struggle
i|saries of

| $7.672,676 into surplus

Mexico, like several of the coun-
tries of Furope, has had a revolu-
tion. Consequently, there is & wide-
xpredd” effort; -on* the 'part ‘of' ‘those
who are not enthusiastic about a

make it appear - that the Mexicaus
have suffered terribly as a result of

and order. Recent reports from Mex-
ico put a very different fact on the
matter. ) .

The foreign commerce of Mexico
has mnever been as great as it was
during the calendar year 1918 — and
this despite the persistent efforts of
certain interests to inake it appear
that Mexico was in no position to
do business with anybody.

The real situation is best reflected
in the reports of certain corpora-
tions,. financed hy outside capital, and
utilizing the resources of Moexico as
a source of profit. The Aguila Com-
pany (English) had an original in-
vestment of about $30.000.000 Ameri-
can gold. On this investment, in
1918 the company reported met profits
of over fourteen millions and paid
a dividend of 25 per cent. on its stoek
The Dutch Shell Company paid a' divi-
dend in the same year of 48 per cent.
en the preferred stock and 37 per
cent. on the common. The Pan-
American Petroleum & Transport Com-
pany is reported as pying dividends of
28 per cent. a quarter. So the story
goes.

Poor Mexico? Hardly. If she
werc as poor as we are led to Le-
lieve, there is little chance that Lovd
Cowdry and the Rockefeller inter-
ests, and the French, Dutch, Belgian
and Norwegian capitalists would take
the interest in her that they do.

GQuite the-contrary, it is a case of
Rich Mexico. Her, ample resources,
her .cheap labor, her heretofore pliant
governments have offered opportuni-
ties for plunder that have drawn the
vultures together, .

If the Mexican people were poor,
they would be left as lonely as are
many other poor ones in the world.
Rich and defenscless they are the
prey of every spoiler. The revolu-
tion gives an opening. Disturbances
afford an opportunity, and the inter-
ventienists ¢ry their wares to the
Tour corners of the glohe.

Mexico — rich in resources and com-
mereial opportunities.

Mexico — poor in self-determination
and -international liberty!

Above the Struggle
Men and” women; little
families; neighborhoods;
Wunities ‘are engaged

children;
whole com-
in a life and
to secure the necos-

life.  Above the struggle

‘lare the: privileged ones whose prop-

‘erty and, special advantages free them
from the jungle of ‘‘civilization.’’ A
recent announcement of the Now
York Federal Reserve Bank tells the
story of the ease with which theso
fortunate ones . secure their lion's
share of the good things of life.

Commenting on this announcement,
the “‘New York Times’’ says:

¢‘The business of the bank, as re-
flected in its earnings, has been phe-
nomenal in the last year. So great
were” the earnings for the calendar
Yyear 1918 that at the beginning of
the current year the managment put
account. On
larch -7, after the Federal Reservo
Atct bad been amended to allow great:
erysurplus holdings, the bank ex-

the disturbance of Diaz-Huerta Ilaw

révolution in the - United States, to|

-plus.

panded this by $12.795.214, and on
June 30, $10.126.437 was added to sur-!
In consequence, that -account,
which ‘stood at $649,363 at the end of
1918, now stands at $32.922.051.”°

Fere is a story of bank surplus ia-
creasing from a little over half a
million to more than 32 millions in
less than a year. Meantime the
necessary expenses of the bank have
Leen paid; the business has been en-
larged, and those connected with the
finances of the institution have been
properly taken care of.

Below, in the struggle, it is lell.
Above, among the bankers, it is para-
dise, financially speaking.

Class Lines

The beneficiaries of a system are,
naturally enough, inclined to favor
the system that benefits them. Tol-
stoi remarks, truly, that the riech are
willing to do anything for the poor
exeept get off their baeks. The poor
suffer under the same system from
which the rich benefit. The poor
work; the rich live comfortably, in
many cases, without Adoing any work
at all. The rith enjoy this comfort,
and teach their children to value ;
and to look forward to it. Whyv
should they be anxious to dispossess
themselves of opportunities which give
them the things they most value in
life?

The economie abyss that separates
the various groups in  the United
States has existed in all of the great
civilizations of the past. Recent dis-
coveries in Egypt and in Babylonia
show that there, as well as in Grecce
axd Rome, there was a well-estab-
lished system of social organization
which turned the first fruits over to
the property owners. The Dbitter in-
ternal conflicts that tore the vitals
out of classic civilization were the
conflicts over land ownership and ihe
concentration. of wealth in the hands
of the minority.

The basis of power in Europe dur-
ing the past thousand vears has been
land ownership. Until the rise of
commerce and industry, 'the sole eco-
nomie hasis of power lay in the con-
trol of the agricultural land.

Most of the great nations began
their existence under a  relutively,
free econbmie system. The land was
held in common, or else it was held
in small parcels by the individuals
who used it. Then, little by little,
the individual owners were dis-
possessed and the common land was
taken over by the wealthy and power
ful. The economic history of Rome
and of Great Britain relates, in
terms of remarkable similarity, the
appropriation of common lands and
small holdings by the great proprie-
tors.

The proces of transforming free,
individual holdings into great es-
tates has always been accompanied

by slavery, serfdom, or a system of
tenantry and absolute landlordism
that possessed most of the economie-
ally vicious characteristics of feudal-
ism, minus the element of personal
relationship that aecompanied . the
Yendal system.

History does not teach that all
forces are economic forces, mor does
it teach that all changes have been

economic changes. It does teach.
however, that the economic forces
are so mighty and the economic

changes so potent that they will both

bear constant attention.

No explanation of social develop-.

Scott Nearing’s L.ecturettes

ment or of social progress is com-
plete without the economic elemens..
Where economic lines are drawn,
other lnes  follow. of necessity. This-
has proved particularly true in the-
case of the economic control of the

common means of livelihood. Wher-
ever such a -dontrol is established,.
the dominant eclass is placed in a

specially favored position that gives:
it a vested interest in maintaining
the system that grows out of its con-
trol At the same time the dependent.
class finds a great gulf fixed between
it and economic opportunity. ffence
the conflict which 1nevitably arises-
between the workers and the owners.

The antagonism and conflict that.
are based on these economic con-
trasts have helped to wreek every-
great civilization of the past and the-
chances are that they will have the-
same effect upon the great eiviliza-
tions of the present and future.” So-
clety cannot persist unless the forces
that tend to hold it together "are-
greater than the forces that tend to-
drive it apart,

The most vicious basis of social dis-
tinction lies in differing wmethods of
livelihood, Where these methods take-
the form of working on the oue hand
end owning on the other, the lines-
are  laid for embittered -economic
struggle and for the ultimate destrue-
tion of the society that tolerates them..

o
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STIRRUP HOLDERS
Robert Whitaker

There are many who do not admit-

ithis, and to whom our present attitude -

is quite incomprebensible.
tention seems to them in the first
place quite ‘‘unspiritual.’”’ Tt is-
‘‘peace and good will, and brotherly
love”” that the world nceds, not the-
‘“class struggle.”’ And with all our
talk of ‘‘human values first,’’ it seems.
to them very incomsistent on our part.

that now we are putting ‘‘labor values.
first.”’

Qur con-

And to wus their misunderstanding,
and their failure to eooperate with the -
industrial revolution seems to be but
another sad chapter in the failure-
of the common people in all ages to -
understand their own interests,
to support their pioneers.

When I saw Thomas Dixon’s fa-
mous  photo-play, ‘‘The Birth, of a-
Nation,”” the one picture that remain-
ed with me was a quite incidental part-
of the play. Tt was not his glorification -
of war, intentional or unintentional, .
nor his evidently evil purposed vil-
lification of the negro in the mad
pursuit of the helpless girl by a black
brute. Rather was it the home scene -
where the young bucks of the south
are shown riding off to war while -
their smiling and seraping negro ser-
vants hold the stirrups of the horses :
which their masters are mounting. The -
negroes held the stirrups for their
masters to mount and ride away to

make the ‘negroes’ bondage more :
secure.

and



